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“When the Circus Comes to Town
It’s Not All Fun and Games

By Aunna CARBONE

Approximately 1S animal rights
protestors stood on the sidewall directly
aulside ol the main entrance o the Arena
at Llacbor Yaed in Bridgeport on the
evening of October 29,

Some stood holding a screen, which
hadd graphic fmages of animal abuses
projected onte . The impact on some
wig evident as it caused them to tarm
Others stood helding signs that

read “I'he Slave Trade s Abive and

away

Tom  Rider, an  ex-employee of
Ringling Brothers, which s owned by
Feld Entertuinment, is another individual
who claims that i the beginning he was
unaware of Ringling Brothers” abuse of

their auimals.  Rider worked for them

froms June 3, 1997 to November 25, 1999,
e held the position of Bamn Man, which
entailed taking care of the elephants,
cleaning up afler them, and fzeding them

“I was under the same impression as

Ficking, Flephants in Cireuses
You {hoose. They Can't”
e apening night of the
Rnpling 1others and Barmum &
Tatey Circus was festive Tor the
mmost part. Many local residents
hrought their chuldren o the event,
sonne peen dressing their kids up as
clowns, expecting to experience a
fun cvening of entertaimpen,
there was no escaping the foonmng
controversy Hial hung in the aie

Mancy Mathews of Faulield
wits one of the profestors. She {elt
Hirl the recephion fo thew cause
was goud for the most part, but she
added that gome people get abusive
when gpaking sach comments as
“ret g b CGet o lifel and Do
somelhing for people.”

“As it they know us, when they

dontoand o has nothing to dowith
it she said. She also sald thal

they e “delGnilely allecting people”
beeaise  she  has aclually  had

strangers tell ey that afler seeing thei

“Sad” Clown and other animal rights profestors at
the Ringling Brothers and Barnuni & Bailey Circus
at the Arena af Harbor Yard.

everyone else —17s the greatest show on

Photo taken by Audra Carbone

with a metal head and a two- or three-
foot handie  Although the
designs can vary as fur as size goes,
generally the handle is wood, fiberplass,
or metal and the tip, which 1s similar to
that of a fireplace poker, has two wetal
points.  Thig tool is used to “train™ the
elephant, but the skin on an elephany,
coptrary o popular belief, s
sensilive,

“Obviously when the tip is used,
actual holes are put i these animals.
Some of these will become infected and
fill with pus,” states the web site. “We
beheve that the high mcidence of attacks
and deaths of elephant handiers is a
direct result of this type ol training, and
had  resulted i OSHA i 1988
clussifying eleplhiant handlers as being in
the most dangerous profession, followed
by coal mivers and law enforcement
officials™

Ringling  Brothers™ s
Jentfer Maninger, described how the
ankus 1 used

“You'll see the caretaker give a voice
command and also tap the top of their
back {with the bulihook],” expiained
Maninger, just as you would see oue
clephant tap another oo the back with his
She satd that the bullbook is
bausically used as an extension of the
frainet’s army. and that the elephant s
gutded through voice commands in

spectfic

very

pokesperson

frunk

< conjunction with the use of the ankus, -

However, actording to Rider, at a

recent  show in Manchester, MNew

Hampshire, a customer complamed that

" L 1]] H ke,

animals are under 24-hour care.

“They are always made the prionty,”
she added.

But Rider claims, “The USDA is
satctioning the abuse of [animals by]
Ringling Brothers.” e says that the
USDIA calls prior to an iuspection,
sometimes even a week beforehand.

“1 don’t ever recall them just showing
up,” he said. K

In fact, Rider also claims that iy 1998
when he was o Las Vegas he was wamed
about an upcoming tuspection by a
supcrintendent.

Maninger stated though (hat daring
the time that Rider was with Rigling
Brothers, there were over 30 inspections
by not ouly the USDA, but by local
huinane societies as well as the state, All
were randon, and Maninger said that no
fudings of the allegations Rider made
after he lelt were found She also added

that the allegations that Rider s nsaking
pover caime up during the 22 months in
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Approximately 17 yemrs ago, Malhews
cogd she altended o chrcus herself, and
although she was uneomiotable seeing
the Lgers perfurming, she didn’t think
about i any further. Then, Bve vears ago,
Ber son attended & circus himsell and
returmed horae with a (ier frow one of the
protestors which fed both msother and son
v do yesearch on the subject.

SAdter | otound owt the trath, thatl's
when | oreatized T oneed 1o do something
abont this.” said Bathews, who s n
wember of Compassion in Ealertainment,
A prassroots animal sights organtzation,

I3y Ricn Faomeson
the cost of attending HUC 18 increasing.
Pre to stale budget constraints, the Board
ol Trastees approved the tuition increase
to cover expenses for {aculty, stall,
operation, and inaimtenance costs,

The tuiion fncreases were announced
fetter Marc
Chancelior of Connecticut Comnunity

0 from Herzop, the
Colleges Jast January. According to this
fetter, a tuition increase of 4 1% was
approved lor this schoot vear, and a 4.6%,
inctease was approved for the next year
{ 2004-20065).
approximately $3.46 per credit and $3.89
per credil, respectively.

Additional Mandatory Usage Fees
have been added te the cost of tuilion,
according 1o the HCC hawdbook.  For

This increase trapsiates Lo

!ubnrnlosy courses, an additional fee of

85650 1d

abuges toward the animals, bul once
handier Richiard Chipperfield had been
attacked by a Lger i 1997, a new
supetinlendent of animals took over and
rings started o change. Mot only did
they begin hitting the elephants more
olten, Tider said, but they also siarted
increasing the use of what are called
bullhooks as well. Then, explained Rider,
what e calls the “systematic daily abuse”
began,

A bulilivok ar ankus, according o the
Performing Animal Wellare Sociery’s
wel page {wwwopawsweb.org), is a tool

350 has been added, and for
studio courses, a $56 fee

added,

ltas  been

[ ——

L,?/ \}:;,/

[Hustration by Chris Dubour

effective Spring 2004
For programs in the aitied
health programs, a fee of up to
$175 will be added.

Rider called the USDA| buwt was nor
eased when they told bim to coulact
Ringling’s own investigalor in Raleigh,
North Carolisa, Prior Lo that, the 11§,
Departiuent of Agriculture {USDAY
wonld send someone locally to check ont
the situation, but that isn’t the policy any
funger.

Maninger, who has spent time oa the
read with Ringling Brothers, iusisted
that she has seen fust hand how the
animals are cared for. She said that there
are entichment activilies {or the animais,
that they eat o healthy diet, and that the

nother Tuition Increase

For many students here at HUC, thiy
tuition increase and fee additions, shiglt
as they may seem, may be the
difference between attending and
not atfending the college. Tuition
kas increased since the spring
semester of 2002 by just over §20
per credit. Total tuition Lo attend
both fall and spring semesters
full-time has increased over 5500
over the last two years

Despite the increasing cost of
attending, the atlendance of both
full-time and part-time studernts at
HCC has continued to increase, as
reported by the Chuancellor’s
Office.

Paul MeNamara, Dean of
Administration, could not be reached lor
comment by press time.
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Nancy Mathews af the Arena at Harbor Yard
on the opening night of the Ringling
Brothers Circus, with a bulthook and an
elephant from another circus.

which lie was emploved by
Brothers.

Bula few years ago, she explained, the
Adnerican Society tor the Prevention of
Cruelly to Animals, along with Rider,

Ringling

contimeed on paste 3

Planned

The total number of students at all
twelve comumunity  college campuses
aroud Congecticut has grown o over
45,000 students.  Of those, over 24 000
students are registered as full-time status,
according to the Chancellor’s letter,

The largest  enrolment
occurted here at OO s past year,
according 1o the Chancellor s Oflice. An

ncrease

inerease of Just over eight percent was
reported. The letter, released hy the
Chancellor's Ofhice, refates this increase tc
growing cost in tuifon at fouwr-yea
institutions and the increased value o
post-secondary  education  in g
wotkforce,

“fn general, 1 owould say that eve
mininial ition increases significant
inpact eur siudents” ability to compicl

conttnued na page
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Non-traditional Opportunities

Mount Holyoke and Smith College visit HCC's campus

By Sternanie JanUCeR

On “Tuesday, Ociober 28, representaiives
frow Smith College and Mount Holyoke
College in Massachusetis  lhosted o
luncheon in Housatonic’s Art Gallery
an o elfort o recruit  oon-traditional
students  from conumunity  colleges.
Twelve students and varions faculty
members attended this “by Invitation
onhy™ luncheon Lo leam more about these
cojlepes.

“We are thrilled w be Liere)” sad
Stdowa Dalby) Associate Divector of
Admisstons alt Sonth C'uileéc. Dalby
delined a von-tiaditional student as one
whio 1s al least 24 years old, a veteran,
and/or one who lias dependents. These
students, she sakd, take the same classes
and have the same resources and bepefils
as traditional students, but they are
alfowed 1o Hive off cainpus and atlend the
college pait tine i they choose.

“wWe really do want to link forces,”
said  Carolyn Dietel, Coordinator of
Itanster A tfairs and Agsociate Direclor of
the Francis Perking Program al Mount
Holyoke ollege

“But you have to be willmg to take a
chance i you're going o be a student ia
ane of owr programs,” she noted.

Smith Coliege and Moant Holyoke
Coliepe are part of Five Colleges, e, an
association linking thewr schools with

Aeabierst Fhimpshire Cellege. and the

Universily of Massachuselts at Amberst, |

According to Mount Holyoke Cullege
at a Tlance, the consortium links students
to 30,000 other students and the bmmense
educational and communal resources ol
four renowned colleges. This allows
studentis o chouse from over 3,000
COUrSEs any given semester.

Phato taken by Pat Salerns

“People should never underestiniate
whal’s avatlable,” Dietel saxd “Our five
schools offer a richness of educational
apporiuniy.”

Smith College, a liberal atts college, 15
she fargest women's college in the United
States. 1iis also the only women's college
to offer engineering. According to Dalby,
there are cummently 2,600 underpraduates
enrolied at Smith Collepe. bachi year,
Sith accepts 625 first-year students, 123
transfer  students, and  63-70 non-
raditional adult students. Approximately
65 countties are represented on campus at
Smitth

Smuith College accepls non-traditional
students n January only. These students
are required to transfer with 32 credits
mintmally and a maxinmun of 04 credits.
The sume classes taken st Housatonic
should transfer ta Smith, especially it
they are hiberal arts courses.

Students who qualify are guaranteed
financial aid. However, Dalby said that
financial and is a compelitive situation.
She recomumends that students apply lor
as many outside scholarships as possibie,
Suwith alse offers an internship program
for thelr students. Every junor and senior
15 puaranteed a paid internship,

“Thavs a real perk of poing to a place
tike Smith,” Daliyy said

According to Thalby, 8525 of the
students at Smith go to graduate school,
mrostly tulo fields concerning social
services and educalion.

“1 have o teil you that wost of the
peaple who enter [Swmith College] do
graduate,” Dalby said “People change,
transform, and blossom bike o {lower”

“There are somo amazing SHCCESS
staries,” Diete] added. “[Our students]
are extraordinarily Jetermined

For more inforniation about

Maonnt Holyoke College, visit

e nitholvoke edu.

For more informution about

Smith College, vistt wwwesmith edu,

When the Circus
Comes to Town

condinued from page ?

filed o lawsutl hased on the allegations
that he bad made.

These allegations wre detmled in oo
repart by the ASPCA, The Fond Lo
Antmals,  and  the  Amimal  Welfare
Tustitute. 1t containg allegations of abuse,
cases ol Tuberculosts infections, and the
death of elephants such as 3-year old
Kenny and 4-year old Beujanin.

in the case of Kenny, according to
Rider, the head veterimarian told the head
of the eleplunt depactment that Kenny
was (oo sick to perform. But during the
third show, the Lead ol the elephanl
departmient sent him out fo perfonn
apyway. He died shorlly alterward.

Manginger nsisted  (hat although
Kenny contracied a fast acting viras, hie
did ot perfotrn. She sad Ahat once
caretakers noticed a change o i
hehavior, they ascted nmmediately by
contacting locul and siafl vetermarran
and veterimaan technicians.  The slat
collectively decided that since elephan
are herd asimals, leaving Kenny i th
Barn by himsell would cause him “andu
stress,” so they bhrought b to the aren
aloug with the other elephants.

“Upfortunately™ she said, @ he b
pass away from il last-acling viy
ttection.”

The rceport  that  contaivs  (he
allegations will be used in the Tawsu
which Rider and the fhiree orgunizatio
have against Ringhng Brothers, 1 d
outeome of the lawsuit goes Rider’s wi
all elephants would be removed from

IR
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Benefits to Early Advising and Registration

By Mayaiae Tooseson

Ave vor lired ol waiting e long Hoes?
Are pushy gtadents and the rao-around at
making vou fear
maybe you shouid

the regestiar’s office’s
registration? 10 so,
consider carty advising o jump-statt pext
semester s registration,

Py registration statts on Novembe)
25 froin 20300 to 0230 piyg hiowever,
stndents must be advised betore they can
register, Movember 295 alse marks Barly
Advisig Dayv. AN advisors will be
svattahle o help students plan then
Spring seinester

“Hhe goal of the special advising day
i enconrage sludends o register early
o the spring tevm me opder Lo pet the
vhsses they need,” sid Dean of Student
Adtairs Lisa Montgomery,

oy advising and registiation con
puke students” lives o fot less problemalic
atd alse give them enough time 1o focas
oncadher sipniGoant dssues, The aolie
stundents pet advssed, the belter

In faer aveosding to Registrar D
Sy bviag most advisors are gone after finad
exams, At that point, staden{s may have
I see 2 counselor who s noet an expert
their Neld, o determine whete they end
upr the next year

Mantgomery added that when most
fhey Bad that the

need have alreads

stidents gn o register,
classes they o closed,
and that s the prmary motive lkhnu! the
by Advising Day.

“Clagses close really quicky” she

contiied

L%

L9630

win o computer,
cedificate,  and one

reminder for carly

“We try te pick prizes (hat bepefit

{thel students, and excite them,” said
hMontgomery.,

Students who register on hefore

MNovember 25 are aulomatically entered to

$100 hookstore gift

airtine  fravel

certificate.

T addition. students who  are

advised and registered by Decentber 11
will be eligible to win Lwe $100
hookstore gifl certificates

and one

airiinge travel certificate

Afthongh offering prizes 15 a great
advising  and

registration, according o Montgomery,

the college is not offering just any prizes;
s offering prizes that will promote
education. A computer and printer are
important tools for education, avd the
5100 bookstore cerlificate can be uselul
when purchasing textbooks.

“We could give away [oothall tickets,
but i’y not as  beneficial”  suid
Montgomery, “Registering early is good.
aud we strongly encourape it”

So, ke advantage of the Early
Advising Pay  and  register belore
November 25 or December 11 The
Benefits mean much more than o prize.
Plan your semester early, and save the
stress for when (s reatly needed.

Another Tuition Increase

contitned fram page J

their education,” stated Dy Lisa
Montgomery, Dean of Students.

According 1o HOO  Stodent
Handbeok (20032004, taition for a
full-time stadent at HOCC, that s, 2
studen! repistered for tweelve or more
credits, s 31004, plus applicable
fees,

Although the mition at BCC s
increasing. it is still affordable when
colleges and
According 1o Sacred

comnparing o other
tniversities

Ifeast Universin’s web site, the [ee
for a studept attending full time s
$20,208 phus applicable fees.

The University of New
witl cost just slightly less at %20,1.23,
according o

Haven

plus applicable (ees,
UM s website, wwaw pewhaven edu,
Conpecticul  State
bt s still
fees included, according 1o

Southein
Uriversity is a bit chesper
8,721,

theis \\'(.‘h sile.

Iy all fthLdiCd ml(;;mdtl(m she
said, “so 1 would never read it or go by
it She three
organizations have a political agenda,
which is ta teli people what to eat, what o
spend  their

believes  that  all

wear, and  how  te
cutertanunent dollars.

“They file law c.m C Maninger said,
“lo get PR stunts’ ai% tn further therr
polttical agenda”

Alllough Rider has (his st pending
Ringling Brothers. he wsists that he
15 ol trying o stop the circus.

Rider fravels to most tosvns where the

agalust

cirens is perfonming He now owns @ van
purchased {1 him by Jis daughiern, which
he sleeps i, but prior to using the van he
fraveled te each show via o CGreyhound
bus. He insists that he is nolemployed by
any anynal welfare agency and he does
not receive a paycheck.

“Flhis year it's just private people
Mo h%g aroup 1% even
Rider stales that
donation fram a

donating money.
funding me this vear”
he recerved a 3000
which he hus been
“Puwe terally been

private individual,
using since fune.
Jiving on hat imuch mouey,” he added.
Maninger disagrecd.

wade by a
former empluvee who s beiog paid by
rights  organizations.”  said

However,
“Tins case is very old

animal
Masringer

“1hink he’s
ey Lig Lok and who unfortanately was
taoking Loy o fnconse,” she added,

According  to Rider’s
Katherine Mever, the case is aunrently
peading in the Federal Mistriet Conet
the District of Columbia,

o pditor-in-Chief Yeseniad Kosoddo

an ndividual who’s down

attorney

also contributed o this story®





