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Open Letter to State Legislatures Considering Pro-
Horse Slaughter Resolutions

Posted Feb 13, 2009 by lauraallen

o) Horse Slaughter

Former Mayor aua Bacon
City of Kaufman
Kaufman, TX 75142

Dear State Legislator:

You will soon be asked to vote on ... legislation regarding the commercial slaughter of American
horses of which you probably have very little firsthand knowledge. No doubt you have heard from
lobbyists and organizations who want you to support the practice, but before you do, you should ask
yourself why the residents of Texas and Illinois worked so hard to rid their states of their horse
slaughter plants. The answer may surprise you.

As a mayor who lived with this plague in her town for many years, who knows what the horse
slaughter industry really is and what it does to a community please allow me to tell you what we
experienced. The industry caused significant and long term hardship to my community which was
home to Dallas Crown, one of the last three horse slaughter plants in the United States.

All three plants were foreign-owned, and since the market for horsemeat is entirely foreign, the
industry will always be dominated by these foreign interests. The corporations involved in this industry
have consistently proven themselves to be the worst possible corporate citizens.

The Dallas Crown horse slaughtering facility had been in operation in Kaufman since the late 70's and
from the beginning had caused problems both economically and environmentally. I have listed some
of the specific issues below.

I will gladly provide you with detailed reports from my former City Manager, Police Chief, and Public
Works Director regarding odor and wastewater effluence violations at the Dallas Crown horse
slaughter plant in the City of Kaufman.. The reports reference "decaying meat [which] provides a foul
odor and is an attraction for vermin and carrion," containers conveyed "uncovered and leaking
liquids," there are "significant foul odors during the daily monitoring of the area," and "Dallas Crown
continually neglects to perform within the standards required of them."
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exposed in the city's legal struggle, we found that they had paid only $5 in federal taxes on a gross
income of over $1 ST e R e T T e e T

AR0000431



