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HANSON BRIDGETT LLP
MICHAEL J. VAN ZANDT, SBN 96777
mvanzandt@hansonbridgett.com
425 Market Street, 26th Floor
San Francisco, California 94105
Telephone: (415) 777-3200
Facsimile: (415) 541-9366

Attorneys for Proposed Intervenor-Real Party
in Interest Valley Meat Co., LLC

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION

FRONT RANGE EQUINE RESCUE, THE
HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED
STATES, MARIN HUMANE SOCIETY,
HORSES FOR LIFE FOUNDATION,
RETURN TO FREEDOM, RAMONA
CORDOVA, KRYSTLE SMITH, CABBIE
GROSS, DEBORAH TRAHAN, and
BARBARA SINK,

Plaintiffs,

v.

TOM VILSACK, Secretary U.S.
Department of Agriculture; ELIZABETH A.
HAGEN, Under Secretary for Food Safety,
U.S. Department of Agriculture; and
ALFRED A. ALMANZA, Administrator,
Food Safety and Inspection Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture,

Defendants.

CASE NO. 4:13-CV-03034-YGR

DECLARATION OF RICARDO DE LOS
SANTOS IN SUPPORT OF VALLEY
MEAT COMPANY, LLC'S MOTION TO
INTERVENE

4:13-CV-03034-YGR

DECLARATION OF RICARDO DE LOS SANTOS ISO VALLEY MEAT COMPANY, LLC
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__ __ __

[.INiTED S'CA'TL+'S DISTRICT COURT
FOI2 THE D1S'1"RIC'1" OF NOIZ'1'H CEiLIF4CZ'tiIA

SAN 1~RANCISCO DIVISION

rao:vT aANGk; H;QUI:'~rE .RL+'SCUE, 'fHE
I~~ YIA:~TE SOCIETY OF "I'HE UNI"I`Ell
S'1'A TL+'S, MARIN HUl1~tANE SOC.i.ETY,
HORSES FOR LITE FUt1NDATCON,
IZC+;'i'liRN TO I'R:F.,DOM, .RAM.ONA
CORDOV~1, KRYSTLE S1~1ITH, CABBIE
t:.1tOSS, DEt30RAH TRAHAi~1, :i~id
Ii~RI3ARA SI:'VK,

Plaintiff's,
i'.

TOI~i VILSACI~, Secret~~ry I.J.S..Uepartment

of ~~riculture; ~LIZABET~-1 A. HA(~.EIV,

C7nder Secret4iry far Food Saf"ety, U.S .

Department of'~~grrculture; and ALFR.F.,.I7 A.

~1L~IANZA, Administrator, Food Safety and

Inspection Service, U.S. Depac-tn~ent of

A~;ricutture,

Defe~~dants.

Case: 4.1.3-cv-03A34-YUR

:)ridge:

llEt~LAl2A"I'.1t~N Or RICARDO DF [.,OS SANTOS IN SUPPORT Vr1LLEY

~l_EA'.l' COh`1PANY, LLC's MUTIOl~I TU IV1'Elt~'ENF.

llLC~LARt~TI01~ OF RICARI)U .I~.F.. LAS SAN'.I'(7S

1., 1Z.(CAR.L)C) C)L LOS S~NTOS, decl4~re as foltcws:

1. 1 4im the General Manager cif Valley Meat Coitipany, LLC

{"Vr1LLLY"}, r~ ~,T~w Mexico T..,iniit~c~ I..,i~ibility C'c~iz~~~iny. I am autl7c~ri~eci tc7 act

and rn~ke statements ~n behalf o:f ~'AI:I..T~1'. I Ylav~ pt;l"SOTl31 ICilOtivledgr; nftlie

facts set forth in this cieclaratioc~. The facts set .f.27z~h t~a•e tnae tc~ t.tlr; be;;~t c:>f my

kno~~~ledge anti recollection. If called, 'I could and would testify to these f.'acts in a

~cattrt o#~ law.
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?. E'roposed Inte~~~enc~.r VAI.,I.,EY is agriculture izidu5try c~~~er~rtic~n lc:>c~~ted

irl Ros~rell, Ner~~ Mexico. V~.L.L,ZY has been r71 the busir~~ss of~prac~s5in~ li<<~~:stock

ft~~~ 1~urn~a~ c~nst»l~~tiot7 for over- ZU ye:a~°s. VA:LI,EY h~~s bee~za ~erm~itzcci ~s s~t~ch a

t'ac~ility under the F~ci.eral Meet. Inspection Act far m~or~ tlaa.n 2f7 years. Vt1L~:I°,Y lz ~s

subjected itself`ta ~~u3 caznplicd wztl3 ail ap}~lic~ble 1~x~r~; ~r~ci regulario~~s t~~ ~Y~t lest of

its kno~~~ledge and ~~bility aver that tizi~e period.

3, In late f~~.11 c7f`201 1, b'A1,[lEY began tl~e ~z~ace5s e7 ('transitic~iling fi-c~n~

prc~ce~;sing 1~eef to pr~cessitlg ec~uii~es. VALLEY tc~ tile; test cif its al.~ility ~~~Urkcd iti

cao~eratic~n and cc>z~j~.~i.~.lc~tiol~ witl.i~ USDA ~'SI~ to acc~n~plish t~iis ~ibj~ctive.

4. V1~LLEY continues in this e£ft~rt tca tine present day and is still actively

e;n~aged in the prc~cetis cif obtaining t}~e a.~ecessary in5pectiozis caupleci ~~~it}i a t:irant cif'

Inspection to ~racess Lquine ~~nin~als fc~t- l~ui~~ai~ co~~sumpt,io.n. C7vea- the cou~rsc of Ci~i~e

it became apparenC that USDA haci decided ~1ot icy coc~pc~,~•ate c:~r tc~ c:UCr~ply ti~~ith tl~c: la~~-

anc~ V A.LLL;Y retai~~eci couaase.) for tl~e pliz•pase of seeki~zg a legal remedy to tl~e issue.

l~z IGite Uc.tc~ber 2012, ~'A:I.~I..~~' filed shit in Federal District Courtin Ne4~~ Me~crcc~.

That case rs still p~.~lding under Case I~~>. 2: l2-cv-~:I Ob3-JCH-CG bcfare Judge Judith

C'. f-1en-exa.

5. ~'A[.,I~t Y intends to continue to seek the necessary appr~c~t~.1s a~7~i

ir7s~ections to begitl c~~~eratior~s of its lawful business enter~~risc.

6. ~TALLEY his been ~ji.recily t3~i-eatei~ed ̀ ~it.1~ li#i~,atitan by se~ler~~l

~~~fi' 1'lai7ati~ffs in Ct~c ~ut-rc~ilt c~a5~ at ta~~r. 1 t1I..,.1_..t Y le~rzaetl o~~~ _halt' 2. X013 1~ht~t

1'lai~~tit~s }aid fi1~c3 IitigaGiu~~ s~ekii.~~ ~t~> e_~~joir~ t.}.~e Fec~er•al Gc~vex•ixrr~ent fco77i graiitii~~;

t~1c ~~~ctss4~ry ap~a~•c~~~als such tli~t ~VALLL?Y in~iy E~u.rrsue~ .its lawfill a~i•it~usinc,ss

ez~ter~~l•isL. ~~AL~L~E;Y~ w~i1~1 ~7e ~c~t~s~t~~.~7~ti~illy l.~.a.rnl~d by furt~ler delay i#'t.l~~; ~t>vent.ix7ei~t
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i~ sc~ enjc~ineci. To t1~1ai end 1 hive a~ithorized our att«i-n~y A..L~lair I)L~uzz~ tca 5cek tc~

have the c~~m~~~~a1y ii~~t~evene ire the ~r~sent Iegal a~tic~~i.

I'ua-s~~ant t4~ 2£~ U.S,C;. ~ 1746, I c~eclar~ uuctei• }penalty of perjury i~~~a.cier the la~~s ~>1:'tl~e

L1t~ited States that the for~goii~~ is true and correct, based c7n my owa~ ~ecsur~al

k:no~~~lec~~;e and e~~~erience.

Executed this H,', clay cif July 20 t 3, in C'apitazi, NM.

~~ ,~~_ — ___.._
~.icardo De Los S~~ntos
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