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I, Mary Hinson, do declare as follows:

1

U.S. Mot. Summ. J. - Ex. 10 - Hinson Dec. - Page 1 of 5

Case 2:12-cv-00804-LDG-GWF   Document 24   Filed 12/21/12   Page 1 of 31



I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth in this Declaration.

I am Chief Ramer fir the Uni~ecl Slates Department of the Interior, National Park

Service (NPS) at Lake Mead National Recreation Area (Lake Mead NRA). I have

worked for the NPS since May 1993. I have been in my current position since July 2006.

Previously, I was the Deputy Chief Ranger at Lake Mead NRA between February 2004

and July, 2006, and District Ranger—Mead District (formerly known as Boulder Basin)

at Lake Mead NRA between March 2001 and February 2004.

2. As Chief Ranger I am responsible for the overall programming, planning and operational

direction of the Visitor and Resource Protection team to include Law Enforcement,

Investigations, Resource Management and Protection, Search and Rescue,

Communications, Emergency Medical Services, Structural and Wildland Fire

Suppression, Water Activities and Special Park Use Programs at Lake Mead NRA. I

supervise a total of 70 permanent employees and approximately 15 seasonal employees.

I indirectly supervise all aspects of Visitor and Resource protection as identified above in

the area of Lake Mead NRA affected by trespass and stray cattle which includes the west

side of the Overton Arm of Lake Mead from Echo Bay north to the northern boundary of

Lake Mead NRA and along the east side of the Overton Arm of Lake Mead to the

Arizona state line, and referred to as the Overton Arm/Gold Butte Area (Overton

Arm/Gold Butte Area). The Overton Arm/Gold Butte Area corresponds to the area

marked as "New Trespass Lands" and "Former Bunkerville Allotment" within Lake

Mead NRA shown on the map attached to this declaration as Attachment A. As part of

my responsibilities, Iroutinely review reports, memos, computer assisted dispatch (CAD)

reports, criminal incident reports, and oral briefings by the Lake Mead NRA law

enforcement staff on a number of issues, including the presence and impacts from

trespass and stray cattle on resources, visitors and staff, and park operations. As the

Chief and Deputy Chief Ranger at Lake Mead NRA I have dealt with and been

responsible for NPS's responses to trespass and stray cattle within the Overton Arm/Gold

Butte Area. Cattle are not authorized to be within the Overton Arm/Gold Butte Area and

their presence is a violation of NPS regulations. Cattle have damaged park resources and

have presented a danger to visitors at Lake Mead NRA.

3. I first became aware of the presence and impacts of cattle in the Overton Arm/Gold Butte

Area upon my arrival to Lake Mead NRA in March of 2001. I was briefed that trespass

and stray cattle were within the Overton Arm/Gold Butte Area and were known to

damage resources.

4. In response to an increase in the number of trespass and stray cattle, I participated in a

telephone call with Cliven Bundy in 2004 about the presence of his cattle within Lake

Mead NRA, along both the east and west sides of the Overton Arm of Lake Mead. Kent

Turner, then the Chief of Resources for the NPS at Lake Mead NRA, was also on the call.

Mr. Turner informed Mr. Bundy that his cattle were within Lake Mead NRA without

authorization, were causing resource damage within the park, and requested that he
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remove his cattle. Mr. Bundy agreed to round up his cattle and stated that he would

remove them from Lake Mead NRA.

5. In 2006, Lynne Belanich, former NPS Law Enforcement Ranger at Lake Mead NRA,

pre~ai~ea a repal~t iii which she documented her observations of cattle within the Overton

Arm\Gold Butte Area between June 2006 and September 2006. The report also contains

a summary of the history of interaction of the NPS with Cliven Bundy regarding trespass

and stray cattle within Lake Mead NRA and a summary of cattle observations by Ranger

Belanich between December 2003 and January 2006. The report documented the

following separate incidents between June 2006 and September 2006, all within Lake

Mead NRA, by Ranger Belanich, with photographs for each incident: June 2006 –cattle

stuck in mud, Corey Houston, employee of Mr. Bundy, pull two cows that were still alive

out of mud, one of the dead cows which was stuck in the mud had a faint "V" brand on

hind quarters; July 2006—herd of cattle observed along east side of the Overton Arm of

Lake Mead; August 2006—observations of cattle, some dead, across from Overton Beach

and near the Virgin River, a corral was documented adjacent to Road AR 113; September

2006 corral with mobile water tank observed adjacent to Road 113 and Mr. Houston,

Mr. Bundy's employee, was given a citation for having a loaded weapon within the park

(the weapon was confiscated). A true and correct copy of the report prepared by Ranger

Belanich is attached to this declaration as Attachment B.

6. Between December 2010, and March 2012, Lake Mead NRA Law Enforcement Rangers

reported, by radio call-in reports to the Lake Mead Interagency Communications Center,

which is under my supervision, the presence of cattle 19 times within the Overton

Arm/Gold Butte Area. Each of these calls into the Communications Center was reported

during routine patrols by my staff, and in one incident, a response to a traffic accident.

The reports for November 5, 6, 10, 12, and 18, 2011, called in by Ranger Brian

Wollenburg of my staff, identified cattle with the brands and/or ear markings assigned to

Cliven Bundy

7. On November 23, 2011, Lake Mead NRA Law Enforcement Rangers responded to a

traffic accident involving a truck hitting a cow on the Northshore Road within the

Overton Arm/Gold Butte Area. The truck was heavily damaged and a Lake Mead NRA

Law Enforcement Ranger had to shoot the cow because of the extensive nature of the

injuries sustained by the cow from the collision with the truck. No brands or earmarks

were identified on the cow but the cow was in the same area of the Overton Arm/Gold

Butte Area as the Bundy cattle described in paragraph 6 above. A true and correct copy

of the report of this incident is attached to this declaration as Attachment C.

Between January 2012 and November 2012, Lake Mead NRA Law Enforcement Rangers

Stephen Neel and Brian Wollenburg, in addition to the radio call-in reports described

above in paragraph 6, prepared case incident reports for some of the instances that they

observed cattle within the Overton Arm/Gold Butte Area during their routine patrols.

Ranger Neel filed reports for observations of cattle on January 7, 2012 – 3 cattle, none

with identifiable brands or earmarks; and January 10, 2012, three different reports – 8

cattle with one showing the earmarks assigned to Cliven Bundy, 4 cattle but none with
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identifiable brands or earmarks, and 9 cattle but none with identifiable brands or
earmarks. Ranger Wollenburg filed reports for observations of cattle on February 18,
2012 — 3 cattle but none with identifiable brands or earmarks; on March 1, 20124 cattle
with three of the cattle having brands and/or earmarks assigned to Cliven Bundy; on June
29, 2012 — 2 cattle but none with identifiable brands or earmarks; and on November 12,
20128 cattle with two having the brands or earmarks assigned to Cliven Bundy. A true
and correct copy of the reports filed by Rangers Neel and Wollenburg for the
observations on January 7, January 10, February 18, March 1, June 29, 2012, and
November 12, 2012 are attached to this declaration as Attachment D.

9. On March 27, 2012, the Deputy Superintendent of Lake Mead NRA, requested that I call
Cliven Bundy in response to the threat of safety to NPS staff and visitors as well as
damage to resources from the continued presence of trespass cattle on or near Northshore
Road within the Overton Arm/Gold Butte Area. On March 27, 2012, I contacted Corey
Houston, a former employee of Cliven Bundy, and asked him to remove the trespass
cattle. Mr. Houston had arranged to remove Mr. Bundy's cattle from within Lake Mead
NRA during 2011. Mr. Houston called me back and told me he no longer worked for Mr.
Bundy. Mr. Houston gave me Mr. Bundy's home number and cell phone number. I
called and left a message on both phone lines. On March 28, Mr. Bundy returned my call.
We discussed the location of his cattle within the Overton Arm/Gold Butte Area. I told
Mr. Bundy that his cows were on the Northshore Road and I was concerned for the safety
of NPS employees as well as the public. Mr. Bundy agreed with me and stated he realized
his cattle were not allowed on the West side of the Overton Arm. I gave him the
approximate location of cattle. Mr. Bundy said he would attempt to locate them that day
and round them up over the weekend. On Saturday I spoke with Mr. Bundy and we
discussed utilizing the Overton Developed Area (at the end of the Overton Beach Road
within the Overton Arm/Gold Butte Area) to remove cattle. On Monday, Apri12, 2012,
when I returned to work, I retrieved a message on my phone from Mr. Bundy in which he
stated that he had removed 13.head of cattle off the Northshore Road within Lake Mead
NRA. Mr. Bundy also requested that I let him know if the NPS saw any more of his
cattle.

10. On May 26, 2012, I was contacted by Cliven Bundy on my cell phone. Mr. Bundy stated
that he wanted permission to clear a route by burning, cutting and/or clearing vegetation
within the Overton Arm/Gold Butte Area where he had gathered 40 to 50 head of his
cattle so that the cattle could be moved from the west side of the Overton Arm of Lake
Mead to the east side of the Overton Arm. I told him it was a holiday weekend and that
we were in fire restriction so no fires would be allowed. I also told him that I would need
to brief Lake Mead NRA management on the request but believed his request would be
denied. I asked to meet him where the cattle were located so I could get abetter idea of
the situation. He told me he was in a hurry because he had received a letter stating he had
to move his cattle. He told me he was using a helicopter to round the cattle up that he
could not wait too long. I called him back and told him not to burn or cut anything and to
plan on using the Overton Developed Area to remove cattle. He told me that he had run
them too far past the area and that he would try to figure something else out. I told him
not to burn, cut or destroy any vegetation. I ask Chris Raynolds, the Mead District Ranger
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at Lake Mead NRA and supervised by me, to contact Mr. Bundy to find out what
happened to these cattle. Mr. Bundy did not return Mr. Raynolds calls.

1 1. July 30, 2012, Lake Mead NRA Law Enforcement Ranger Stephen Neel of my staff,
participated in an aerial and ground survey of cattle within the Overton Arm/Gold Butte
Area. I assigned Ranger Neel to submit a report of the survey, combining data from the
survey from other Lake Mead NRA staff. In addition to Ranger Neel, Lake Mead NRA
Law Enforcement Ranger and Pilot Bruce Lenon and Alice Newton, Ashley Pipkin, Dara
Scherpenisse, Tom Culler, and Henry Weckesser of the Lake Mead NRA Natural
Resources Division staff participated in the survey. On the ground Lake Mead NRA staff
documented 6 cattle on the east side of the Overton Arm of Lake Mead near Glory Hole
and a bull on the west side of the Overton Arm near Overton Beach. In addition, Ranger
Lenon observed from a ffixed-wing aircraft a total of 25 cattle within Lake Mead NRA as
shown on the map attached to Ranger Neel's report. No brands or earmarks were
identified on the cattle observed on July 30, 2012. A true and correct copy of the report
submitted by Ranger Neel is attached to this declaration as Attachment E.

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United
States that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signed this day of ~~ C , 2012 at Boulder City, Nevada.

"~~_.- ' 
w

~~~~~-~.. ~ ~~ ... m~,~~,~~,~,....~

Mary Hinson
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