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MEMO

To:
From: Miava Binkley, DVM

~ry

ile

Subject: Ringiing Brothers - Polk City site inspection
Date: February 14, (586

On Tuesday, February 9, 1999, Dr. %ae'-z Srandes and [ began a routine iaspection at Ringling
Brotners' (Feld Entertainment) Center for Ziephant Conservanon (32-C-0138) in Polk City, F1

[

—- —

We armved in the morning about 10 am. and met Jim Williams, who accompanied 43 throughous
the inspection. At the end of the watk-thru inspection. we saw two voung {approx. 18 months
old} elechants restrained in the large female might holding nam. (Doc and Angelicay, They were
heid by leg rastraints on two {egs, one {ore and ane rear. Tne Tont legs wers held by plastic
wrapped chains and the rear [egs wers held by wide clott/cotion webbing. On first glance, it was

obvious (hat there wers lesions on the back legs of both elephants, Angelica’s lesion on the
anterior aspect of the aght rear leg appearsd very pink.moist, and about 6 by 1" in size, just
beiow the rear leg restraint. She aisc had a smaller lesion on the left rzar leg. Doc's lesion
appeared mors whitish and about the same size. We were toid by Ringling personnel that the
reddish color was due 1o the lodine-based ointment that was on the lesions. ("Biozide”)

f asked what caused the lesions. Garv facobson said Doc and Angelica wers weaned {rom tha
mothers on January 6th and that the scars were from rope purms durning this process. He
described the process as putuing a cation rope around zach ieg, then a chain around (e n2ck, and
leading the baby off with another slepnant. jim Williams acknowledged that this (s what caused
the lesions.

Later, Dr. Brandes and [ looked at the “Biozide” ointment that was used. {t was an (odine basec
aintment that was dark orangs colorad lika iodine, not r2ally red. We reviewed records and
attempted to contact O Lindsay by phone, but e was unavaliadble. We lef

we would retum later {or the exit inlerview,

t for luncn an nd said

[ attempred to contact Dr. Goidentyer when we arrived at a local restaurant, dut was not ableto
reach her untll jater in the aftemoon. [ described what we had seen, and stated that Dr. Brandes
and [ “=lt it should be cited as a violation. She conferred with Dr. DeHaven and then instructed
US 10 not wrte it as a vioiaton. but 1o write it as a “note” on the (nspection repart, since DU
DeHaven feit we should consuit with others in the 1n '"stry pefors taking acuon. He also wanied
mciurss of the (2sions (o review. After :Omote”nc the inspeslion report as instrucisd. we
retumed to the Rungling facility at approx. 3 pm. There to mest us wers Drs. Bill Lindsay and
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Gary West. im W'zllia_ms and Gary jacossen. Dr. Lindsay was very upset and asked rzpeatediy
why we could not be more coilegial and cail nim oefore we came. [ sxplained o aim that all our
INSDectIons are unarmomc*'ci We alsc asked at that ume to take prcturss of Dac and Angelica,

All Ringiing personnei were very reiuctant to et us ake pictures. Jim Williams said he would
nat help us take pictures and that it was a bad time since many of his staff had [2ft for the day and
it would interrupt the normal routine for the ammals. [n light of eversthing, [ 2lacted 1o come

back the following day for the pictures and the final exit interview

We rzturned to the faciiity the fellowing day at about 10 am. We were met by jim Williams wio
procesded (10 inteTogate me tboul what was happening. He2 asked ifhe ¢ O-L..d benvolved 1many
vioiations - [ answered it was possioie. Ha then tegan Dadacr*nsz me abdul my quzlificatens w0
tnspect slephants. [ caimly answersqd that [ had a nght o nspect this facility. e then walked
away 10 apparent disgust and teld Dr. Lindsay to nandle things. Dr. Lindsay was calm and
fhetpful, as was Dr. West. We proceeded inside the building to take pictures. They nad placs

the young eleshants in a smail pen. Thev said they did not want picrurss aken of them on leg
resrarnts. [ said fine, sinee all [ wanted was pretuces of the lesions. Dr. West was videoing the
two slephants and they had been cizaned of all medicated cinument. The lesions aopearsd 1o te
Realing scars. Angelica’s iesions lookad iess dramatic than tie previous day, but Doc’'s actually
looked more pink than the day before. (rn 2ddition o0 what we saw the day befors. we now alse
were apte 10 see additional hezled scars around sach leg, including front legs. These wers weil-
healed but clearly visible. Or. Lindsav agraed the iesions wers healing scars dut did not tesi v
was anything important. Or. Brandes ook picturss and then we grocesded to do (e =xit
mteriew. After the report was shown o Or. Lindsay and Dr. West, Dr. Lindsay was reluctant 10
sign the rzgort. [ explained that he was only sigrung that he receivead 2 copy ot e r2oort, aet
that he agreed with 1t He was upser that we had =ven written 2 note about the scars and state

tat we wers “sitly” for making such a 51z 1ssueovera u tile tng. e did sign e report and
-wrats 2 short note abour his concem,

As for the TB status of the nerd. Dr. Lindsay confirmed that several animals ramain untested at
present (Dec. Angetica. Charlie. Casev, and Rajan). Vance, the Sreeding male wio cultured T3
positive. as not yer begun treatment. Mala is continuing ner treatment with INH only via recaal
slurry. They nave qot oesn successiul in rsating her oraily ang afampin is not well aosoroed
rectaily He did say Ringling nad d=cided 10 go ahead *nd attempt to treat Vanes sul ey woulc
nave 10 maks anysical changss in the swiding 0 do it safaiv since ne 15 not nandisg in T2
contact. H2 did nat know when ireatment would cezin. Sotn Vance and Maia uppearsd in 3o0d
poay condition. Jim Williams did sav {ha.z fe was the ane who coliectad the mucus {rom (ns
floor wnen Vance coughed up very ek, viscaus veilew matenal for 5.7 days. No other
materal Nas Jeen seen since.





