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Circus Vargas reinvents ltself
By Sarah Krupp, CONTRA COSTA TIMES
The cotton candy tasted the same and the popéorn was Just as buttery, but otherwise,
the circus billed as a Latino-styie extravaganza wasn't much like those Enrigue

Areyzaga remembered in Mexico City.

Made up of mostly Latinc and Russian performers, the new Circus Vargas made
its first stop in the East Bay on Sunday.

The two~hour show, set to.latin-themed music with live drums, featured soms standard
circus fare, such as acrobats, Jjugglers and a contortionist.

But several Latinos who went to the afterncon show said it was entertaining but
lacked some of the plzazz of traditicnal lLatin American circuses. '

The former Circus Vargas disbanded several vears age. " (Mexican circuses] are more
acrobatic and more fun for kids," sald Areyzaga, of Livermore. "This was more
simple.”

Areyzaga and his wife, Jacgueline, took thelr 4-year-old daughter Samantha and
8-month-old kaby Leslie toc see the circus,

Most notably, it lacked animals, he said. Ceocncerns about abuse have made circus
animals unpopular in American clircuses, bhut elephants, lions and tigers are still a
major feature of Mexican circuses.

Some of what Areyzaga and others wanted to see -- thrilling stunts -- are usually
part of the show. The main structure at the Alameda County Falrgrounds in Pleasanton
was too low for the motorcycle high-wire act and "Double Wheel of Death,” acts '
performed by the Espana brothers, circus mémbers who are renowned for their daring.
Circus officials hope to give a full show to their Antioch and Richmond audiences
Friday and Saturday.

The Moscow State Circus, an American company based in Florida, bought the name

Circus Vargas for its new "Hispanic-flaver" show, said J. Sandy Swanscn, the circus
spokesman. For now, 1t's touring only California.

@ 2007 Themson/West., No Claim to Orig. U.3. Govt. Works.



Case 1:03-cv-02006-EGS Document 132-9 Filed 03/30/07 Page 3 of 3

10/31/05 COTIMES Fé Page Z

The Moscow State Clrcous is precise and based heavily in gymnastics and dance,
whereas Clrcus Vargas 1s intended to be very exciting and lively, Swanson saild.

"The Hispanlc population are terrific circus fans. You can find anywhere, at cne
time, Ffive to seven circuses in Mexico City," Swanson said.

The company 1s are hoping to capitalize on the state's large number of Latinos, he
said. In i1ts premiere shows in Scuthern California this fall, the circus drew
largely Latine crowds, he saild., The Pleasantcon show drew a diverse audience but not
one that was heavily Latino.

Sarah Krupp covers Anticch and diversity in East County. Reach her at 925-779~716¢
or skruppfcoctimes. com. '

PREVIEW

WHAT: Circus Vargas

- WHERE AND WHEN: 5 and 8 p.m. Friday, Contra Costa County Falrgrounds, 10th & I
streets, Antioch '

1., 4 and 7 p.m. Saturday, Memorial Convention Center, 3230 MacDonald Ave,, Richmond

HOW MUCH: $25 per adult (includes tickets for three children)

INFORMATICN: BO0-334-8606Z or wvisit vargascircus.com
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