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Requested),jeterw@doacs.state.fl.us (IPM Return Reguested)

CC: Ulysses.J.Lane@usda.gov, David.P.Warner@usda.gov,
John.A.Jones@usda.gov,Lisa_Conti@doh.state.fl.us (IPM Return
Requested) , fmarkhamevsfla.aphis.usda.gov (IPM Return Requested)

on Thursday December 10, 1998, I went to the Williston Elephant
Retirement

center of the Ringling Brothers-Barnum and Bailey Circus to conduct an
epidemiologic investigation relative to M. tb diagnosis in an elephant

named
Dolly. The address is 18655 NE B1lst St., Williston, FL 32696. The
manager of I . ~
the facility is<~’~ __rell phone is b@

\9\0 { B The operations manager ist‘ i 1\ b

-~ -
\2 The

%3 L‘Eacility veterinarians are Dr. Bill Lindsey (703)403-8412 from Oregon,

WI and

Dr. Romero Isaza from Kansas State University.

The facility is located on a dirt/gravel road off of US 27/41
approximately 6
miles south of Archer between Archer and Williston on NE B81st Street.
The land '
is rented from Pat Zerbini of the Tarzan-Zerbini Circus who also owns
elephants

- &t ‘this facitity. The facility occupies approximately 10 acres of this
30 acre
tract.

Eiephant census - Ringling Bros - 14, Zerbini - 4 = 18 total elephants
Tigers - Ringling Bros - 2(: . 3 = 5 total tigers

Significant epidemiologic findings. \O\Q

Dolly (TB affected elephant): A .

- This was an apparently healthy elephant in excellent condition. Dolly
was

born in 1958 and was euthanized at age 40 in late September due to a
chronic

foot problem. TB lesions were identified in the trachea and upper
bronchi at

necropsy. Samples submitted were positive for Mycobacterium
tuberculosis. I

do not have a copy of the lab report. This elephant was transtracheal

wash

negative in April 98B according to Dr. Lindsey. - - ij&j
- Dolly was one of three elephants purchased from\; j:]of
Canton, OH

in 1985. She was used in the circus from 1985 until she entered the
retirement

center in 1987. Dolly remained at the retirement center from 1987 until
she ~

was euthanized §/98. Other elephants obtained from "Fn 1985 ﬁ?La
include .
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calcutta (DOB 1946) and King Tusk (DOB 1945).

TB test history at the Elephant Retirement Facility which was opened in
the mid
1980's:

All elephants at the retirement facility have been test negative by
trans-tracheal wash April 98. All elephants were retested for TB in
December

1998.
All employees were on yearly TB skin testing. In 1997, one employee at

Williston (and another employee at the Polk City Facility) were skin

test
positive / chest xray negative. Both were placed on prophylactic

treatment _
according to public health protocols. Employees are now on a TB health
monitoring program for TB testing every 6 months. Skin testing was

performed
at the Levy Co Health Dept last year and this year at a clinic in

Gainesville.

Elephant Movements:
In general, no movement of elephants occur once they enter the

Retirement
Center. Exceptions: When the Polk City Center for Elephant Conservation

"~ opened -
in 1985, 12 elephants moved from Williston to the Polk City Facility.

In
addition, King Tusk left the retirement facility to do a TV commercial

in Ohio
approximately 3 months ago and was returned to the facility.

All of the elephants moved from Williston to Polk City have been test
negative
for TB. However, one elephant named Maya was M. tb positive at the Polk \DQ;

City
Eacility in June 1998. This elephant was leased to Ringling from

‘ — . T i and appears to be completely unrelated to the
case

in Dolly at Williston. \OLO

Adjacent herds:

1. Approximately 16 cows are fenceline adjacent to the Ringling premise

on the
east side. These cows are fed bedding material from the elephants and

have
been known to stray onto the Ringling premise to visit their haybarn.

Distance ]
from the elephants to the fenceline is less than 100 yards. The owner's

last —
_name was not.known - they called heri: ;ﬁ Her phone number iS.kKJQ
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5. oOne small cattle herd is located approximately 1/4 mile to the

west . [: _7that [:)kj

ers name is unknown but the cattle belong to a
/—an 3 T g ‘

\_'_* - :\0\9 B

3. At least four premises along the dirt road have horses.

4. One premise across the road has Tigers owned bﬁ:j "ﬁ kil?

Most Probable Source of Infection:

e
Actions Taken:

Dr. Coffman has requested that the Elephant Retirement Facility and the
adjacent cattle herds be placed under quarantine and tested. Please

advise as
to who is responsible for this assignment. Dr. Jones is on annual leave

until

the first of the year. I will be happy to go down and do the TB testing
if

Frank Markham can get the cattle herds lined up on or before next
Monday,

December 21. Remember, we will need three days for the testing, one to
inject

and come back and read the test 72 hours later and pull the brucellosis

samples. -
*
Dr. Coffman, also, please advise as to what the requirements for

quarantine
release will be so that this information can be explained to the

owners. My
recommendation would be for one negative brucellosis and TB test on the

cattle
herds. As for the elephants, I really domn't have a good answer.

However, if _
the current trunk washes are negative,|._
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— i J i >A United States Depamment of Agriculiture

Animail and Plant Heaith Inspeotion Servioe
>/—— Animal Care
- RoC LIVED

INSPECTION REPORT FEB 14 19qg

o137
Feid Entertainment inc. © Site 00 52-C-U13§,
Ringling Bros/Barnum & Bailey Center For Elephant Conservation 2/9-10/99
8607 Westwood Center Drive 12850 Old Grade Road —_- 9:45 AM
Vienna, VA 22182 Polk City, FL 33863 Reinspection

NARRATIVE

Current inventory 27 Asian Elephants
CATEGORY I: Noncompiiant item(s) previousiy identified that have been corrected.

Veterinary Care 2.40
A new Program of Veterinary Care has been compieted.

CATEGORY lll: Noncompiiant item(s) identified this inspection
Records 2.75

The TB test results of Jenny, which recently came from the Red unit on December 1,
1998. are not availabie for review. All records shall be readily availabie for review by any APHIS

official.

To be corrected by: February 16, 1999
NOTE:
Culture resuits on Vance indicated a positive TB status.early January 1998. As of this date, no
treatment has been instituted. This animal is owned by _/ b

%Y

There were large visible lesions on the rear legs of both Doc and Angelica. When questioned as
to the cause of these lesions, it was stated by & Mr. Gary Jacobson that these

scars were caused by rope burns, resuiting from the separation process from the mothers on
January 6, 1999. Angelica’s lesion appeared as a pink linear scar, approx 6" long x 1" wide on
the ngnt rear leg. The left rear leg aiso had an scar directly beiow the cloth leg ue. Both iesions
appeared to have been treated with an iodine-based ointment (they were moist). Angelica also
nad two linear healing scars on the back of the ngnt hind leg. Doc had a pink scar on the right
rear mid-leg area.

Ali these lesions now appear to be healing scars. After removai of the medicated ointment on
2/10, they appeared much less pink.

This issue is of concem. and will be forwarded to Headquarters for review to determine if it is a
violation of the AWA (per instructions by Dr. Betty Goldentyer). A formal determination wiil b
madae at a later date and forwaraged to the facility.

S =) , )

D,
/ -~
Prepared By~ /}//"" / 7 A > Date: L/JO/Q‘}
/ -\ \
Title: ’ Robert Brandes, D.V.M. Ve/lerinary Medicai Officer. USDA. APHIS, Animal Care LARIS D NO. 2002
Ny~ / -~ L~ W
Copy Received By: =&+ - RS s AT T Date: _ & /¢ -
Title: - ~ (/ U A
{
7
Yo - P D — O L T A Ui SR
Ll e TN < - save tof |

Lo oo Cam Tame 5,{’ C\_}M /3

——
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RECEIVED WAY 3 2002

PESSSEIS

o / Janet B Payeur

— —08/10/89 12:48 PM

To: Miava F Binkley/NC/APHIS/USDA@USDA

cc:

Subject: Teechie the elephant

Just a heads up that we reported out last Friday another Ringling Brothers elephant as M.

tuberculosis positive- Teechie,
a 52yr old Female at their retirement facility. Bill Lindsey knows already. He was not surprised.

Hope things are going well for. Are you coming to USAHA?
Janet

ot
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. FoR/ANIMAL INDUSTRY Fyc:650-487-3641 s 1

\ RECEIVED May

3 2002

Subject: M-tb Investigation, Center for Elepbant Conservation, Ringling
Brothers Circus, Polk City, FL

Date: October 14, 1999

An unannounced visit/ inspection was conducted at the Center for Elephant
Conscrvation {CEC), Ringhing Brothers Breeding Compound at approximatcly
1:30 p.mm. ON October 14, 1999. The CEC facility is located north of Interstate -
4 on County Road S57, ncar Polk City (Polk County}, Florida. The
visit/inspection was conducted by a joint state/federal investgauve team and
consisted of the following individuals:

Dr. William C. Jeter, DVM, Assistant Bureau Chicf, Bureau of Animal
Disease Control, Division of Animal Industy, Florida Department af
Agriculture and Conswmer Scrvices (FDACS), Tallahassee, FL.

Officer Gary Bain, Agriculturc Law Enforcement Office, FDACS, Winter
Haven, FL.

Dr. Dave Warner, DVM, Assistant Area Veterinarian In-Charge,
USDA/APHIS/US, Gaincsville, FL. '

Dr. Robert Brandis, DVM, USDA/APHIS/Animal Care, Orlando, FL.

The purpose of the visit/inspection was to investigate the validity of recent
information received by Dr. Leroy M. Coffmaxz, State Veterinarian, FDACS
regarding the following items:

1. Severel clephants on the premise have been or arc being treated with
anti-tuberculosis drugs for Mycobecterium tuberculosis (M-tb, i.e.
htiman tuberculosis). .

5. A purnber of elephznts will be leaving the CEC facility during the week of
October 11-15, 1999 for Boston, MA. Some of these clephants woxc
treated with M-tb drugs.

w

The amount of Isoniazin supplies on hand at the facility far exceeds the
amount that would be needed to treat one clephant Indformation received
indicates that this medication is being used on several clephants at the
compound.

4. Manure from the facility, including manure from a known M-tb positﬁe
clephant, is hauled from the facility daily and being sprcad on farmland
at a nearby locaton. CoTT T

Post-#t* Fax Note 7671 [P /23 oadee” H
To Mary Btk Sged land"™™ De. CeHman
caet DT A Ce COA

Prora & Phore ¢

m1 307 - bo2-045% |™=*
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5. M-tb positive elepr.ants are being uscd in the breeding progra=m zt the
{facilivy.

The inspection team arrived &t the entrance © the CEC at approxumately 1:30

p.ml ‘ ,JCECE Yas summoned to the eatrance b
gate where introductidns were made and a request was made to allow the team

1o conduct an inspection of the facility. The inspecton would include a

physical inspection of the facility and a1l elephants, an inspecton of records,

and an interview wi [iwz: advised that the P&
upannounced inspecticn was in rcga.rdito the presence of M-tb positive

animal(s) on the prernisef greed to our request and invited us

into the facility. = v . e
Prior to condﬁcﬁng' the facility, animal and rccords i.nspectionsr

agrecd 1o answer our questions as best he could, but reserved the right to refer
questions regarding medical records and trecatment protocols to Ringling
Brothers consultng veterinarian Dr. Bill Lindsey, Madison, WL

1% {‘—?C :stated that the CEC opened in 1995 and was built solely for the
purpose of breeding clephants. The fzdlity layout and building design certainly
confirms his statement. The facility is located & good distance from the main
road and provides cxcellent security and isclation. The buildings and turn-out
pens arc very sturdy and maintained in excellent conditon. '

Wi }ta‘ted that there were 25 elephants currently housed in the
“Zompound; ages range from 2 months to 57 yeass. In addition to the elephants
owned by Ringling Brothers (17)( o ‘Bradenton, FL
 maintains seven (7) elcphants atTthe compound and Crary Jacobson, Polk City,
FL has onc (1) elephant on the property (see inventory list). r

B i was gsked if there were plans to move any elephants from the
facility within the next 30 days. His response was no. When asked to provide
the team with a current inventory of elephants at CEC, he admitted that fve (5)
elephants that would be on the current inventery list had lcft the compound
that morning before our arrival. He provided the team with a copy of a current
Ccrtificate of Veterinary lnspection, dated October 7, 1999 and signed by Dr.,
Bill Lindscy (ses OCVI, Ccrtificate No. 034822).

w(r —

C ' Jwas asked if there werc any M-tb positive clcphants at the
compound and if they were being treated with anti-tuberculosis drags. He
reporicd that the elephant Mala was previcusly wweated as a M-tb positive
clephant, but was successfully tregted and has had a least two ncgative
cultures on trunk washings. He also reported that Vance, a 32 year . .oale
was positive for M-tb and is currently being treated and is in isolation at the
facilivy.
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\olp C N as then asked i there were ot=er elephants at the compound

pbeing reated with anti-tuberculesis Grugs. Eic respornse was that all other
clephants in the compound have negatve tunk washes. When advised that his
responise did not gnswer the queston, he referred us to Dr. Lindsey to answer
this question. While in the office, Dr. Warner and I noticed a +rash can full of
empty bottes of Isoniazid®. : .

The team was given a tour of the CEC breeding facility. All the elephants
appearcd healthy and the facility was in oxcellent condition and very clean.
Nonpe of the elephants appeared to be physically il and they were in good
condition. A diagram of ths compound provided to the team indicated the
location of the resident animals. (See attached information).

Vance appeared to be healthy =nd in excellent physical condition. Therc was
sorme swelling over one of his knees, but there was no evidence of lameness. As
stated above, Vance is being housed io an isolation umnit. He is turned out &
nigntinto & small outside pen adjacent to a larger Turn out pen for other

clephants. Vance is turped out at night while the other elephants are housed
inside one of the laTger puildings.

* Upon return to the office, the medical records for Vance and Mala were madc
available for our review. The records scavch showed that Mala was treated for
M-tb and appears 1o be iree of the disease as indicated by at least two

consecutive negative cultures on trunk washings. She is now back with the
general population. Vance's medical records shows that he is positve for M-tb
on positive cultures of runk washings and is currently being treated In
accordance with the standard M-tb treatment protocol and is isolat:’ Z=m all
other elephants.

The records search of Vance and Mala also showed that other elcphants were

or have been treated with anti-tuberculosis nedications. The records contained
several cntrics Showing laboratory test results for other elephants for serum
levels of Iscniazin, PZA and Rifampin. In addition to Vance and Mala, serum
levels for other elephants include: Sid, Mimyslk, Sally, Birka, Josky, Kelly Ann,
Romeo, Alana, Julictie and Nichole.

S .

\3’&; L }v’as asked if there was any movement of elephants between the
CEC and Ringling Brothers Retirement Center {or Elephants located in
Williston, FL (therc have been two cases of M-tb disclosed at both facilities). He
stated that there was no interaction between the TWO compounds. The
inventory list shows that 172 of the elephants currently houscd et the CEO
location camme from Williston in July, 1995, However, this appears to be
relocation of animals upen opening of the CEC compound in 1995. There
appears 10 be no other information regarding rmovement of elephants between
these two facilitics.
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USDA, APHIS,

INVESTIGATIVE & Diane Ward
ZNFORCEMENT SERVICES california and Nevaaa
((703) 812-6881

Memorandum

To: Samuel Santiago, IES. FL

From: Diane Ward, IES, CA

cc: Dan Huzchings, IES, MO- report oniy
Datze: August 30, 2000

Subject: CA00136-AC

This is a request for addirional information involving the elephants with the Ringling
Brothers Circus. This request should be given high priority.

[ first got involved with this case because of a complaint of abuse on the elephants in the
Blue Unit. The complaints were initiated by the Performing Animal Welfare Soclery
(PAWS) located in California. In the past, this group has filed other compalints of abuse
against Ringling Brothers; whicn have been investigated by [ES but have been closed
with "no viclation".

While investigating the current allegations of abuse on the elephants, another
allegation was made Dy PAWS thar Ringling Brothers knowingly has exhibited
slephants infected with TB.

I am requesting that you contact the Inspecting VMO with Animal Care, and go to the
sites where Ringling Brothers houses their elephants (Williston and Polk City), and
thoroughly examine each elephant. Document any scars and injuries found on the
animals- it is alleged that scars can be found behind the ear, around the tail area, and
behind the legs. The elephant known as "Nicole" was the subject of abuse in FL29028;
after thorough documentation this case was closed "No Violation". Nicole's name has
come up again in this current investigation. It is alleged that on June 21, 1999, this
elephant was removed from the Blue Unit rrain and wucked back to Florida because of
the severe scaring, hook marks. and swelling in her legs. The elephant was never
~eturned to the Blue Unit. Obtain the medical records and current disposition of this
animal (please conduct a thorough inspection of this particular animal).

Inquire and obtain any documenzation regarding the testing of their elephants for TB
(see the attached USDA Policy for TB testing). Inquire about the elephant known "Tilly"
a: the Williston. FL facility; she supposedly is known to be infected with TB. Obrtain this
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Santiago : page =2

animals medical records, the date she was found positive for TB, and document all
locations that she has been exhibited since found with TB. For any animal found
positive for TB, documnent where the animal has been exnibited and housed since
infected.

Thanks for your help.

ATTACHED:

1.) Complaint letter from the oﬁ'lc?_ca)f Mever & Ghtzenstem
2.) Affidavit frorn,__ ype, 510
3.) USDA AC Policy #21- Control of TB in Regulated Elephants.
1) USDA AC guidelines for the control of TB in Elephants- Note the management of the
animals per the TB results (groups A, B, C, D).
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U SD A ’ United States Department of Agriculture
— Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service =L ~
= | G S

INSPECTION REPORT

d
Feld Entertainment, inc. Site Williston Elephant Retirement 52-C-0137
Facility 9-6-00
8607 Westwood Center Drive 10:30 AM
Vienna, VA 22182 18653 NE 81st Street Special
Williston, FL  ~
NARRATIVE

CURRENT INVENTORY: 5 Tigers, 14 Elephants ( 12 owned by Feld entertainment and 2 owned by P.
Zerbim ) -

CATEGORYIII: Non-compliant item(s) identified this inspection:

Section 2.40(b)(2) - Veterinary Care - ,

This special inspection is in response to information that there is an elephant at the Ringling
Brothers Williston Elephant Retirement Facility that is TB positive and not receiving treatment. At this
time there is in fact one culture positive elephant ( Tillie ) owned by Ms Patricia Zerbini who 1s not
receiving treatment. This elephant is commingled with the elephants owned by Kingling Brothers
Circus. This situation could potentially lead to infection or reinfection of these elephants. Thisisa
violation of the above section of 9 CFR Subchapter A.

CORRECT BY: 10-06-00

3y~
Prepared By: % G}z@[bﬂ\(m DVYN . pae: 7 12 ©o
Title: To tahan, Veterinary Medical Officer, USDA, APHIS, Animal Care LAR!S ID: _ 1039
Copy Received ’_\ \0 Date: 9’6 -00Q
Titte: : J

Page 1of
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ECEIVED MAY 3

USDA. APHIS,

INVESTIGATIVE & Diane Ward
ENFORCEMENT SERVICES California and Nevada

Memorandum

Alan Christian, IES Director, MD

From. Diane Ward, IES, Investigazor
cc: Dan Hutchings, CO- no attachments
Frank Keyser, WV- no attachments
Date: 11/24/00
Subject: CA00136-AC, Ringling Brothers
w“/\D
This is a request for a subpoena to compel testimony from//_ i junder the

AWA,

As you are aware, I have been involved in an investigation into allegations of elephant
abuse and exhibiting elephants infected with TB by Ringling Brothers Circus.

. The investigation has been very frustrating in that Feld Entertainment has not been
/ cooperative with allowing the USDA to review medical records on the elephants, and
that key witnesses will not cooperate due to court settlements with Feld Entertainment
that prevent them from discussing any circus issues with anyone.

One such witness that I requested to be interviewed wa{_ . vo o
0‘3‘,&9 , | There is documentation showing tha’c j i
Y had discussed the issue of TB in the perform_mg elephants with several individuals. b7e
F‘ran_k Keyser IES, hastalked Wlt.H ;éttomey who has indicated that b © g
wp‘ﬁ G a vould be willing to talk with Us if he was su poenaed to compel téstimony o
v Appa.renﬂ rgt one tune[ _Lad documentation pertaining to TB mfectlon in the Po1¢
elephants
vga 5 I \;v—ould h‘.ke_: :nterviewed as to what documentation exists pertaining to

TB in'the elephants, which elephants were supposedly infected, what was his knowledge
of hiring a Veterinarian or Physician to test the elephants and cover up their findings of
TB, and who has knowledge about the infection in the elephants (Feld, trainers,
employees, etc.) .

Please be aware of the following facts in making a decision about this request: f

t’/;lop v so what ever information he has is 3 to 4 years old. The USDA
had jurisdiction in diseased animals being exhibited in 1997, but the Policy Statement
for the Control of TB in Elephants was not in force until 1998. Even if the information is
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old, I would think that if Ringling Brothers Circus knowingly exhibited TB infected
animals at any time we would want to pursue action.

For your information, I am providing you a complete copy of my request.for additional
information to Frank Keyser dated 8/29/ 00; a copy of Frank Keyser s investigative
report dated 10730700 (report only ,with a copy of pages 43 and ¢4 OL

X\ . agamst Feld which is her testimony as to whau; ) Taid about the YWV D’\‘;'\D
elephants Wlth TB); and a compiete copy of a Memorandum from Frank Keyser dated
11/3/00, documenting his conversation Wltb - torney. A ‘?"C’"D

- ol 01010
If the subpoena is issued, it can be served to[ through his attorney
‘p\o [}; ~ - _{I would request that Frank
'1D eyser conduct the interview, since he i§ the person who has been involved in this

portion of this investigation in the IES Eastern Region.

If you need any further information pertaining to this request, please advise.

Diane Ward
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gﬁ and i USDA, APHIS, [ES

lnspectice 920 MAIN CAMPUS DRIVE FRANCIS W. KEYSER
Service and SUTTE 200 INVESTIGATION SPECIALIST
invesuganve RALEIGH, NC 27606 (240) 381-0699 CELL/VOICE MALL
Enforcement

Services (919) 716-5618

-

Memorandum

TO: Diane Ward, Investigator, IES, Western Region
FROM: Frank Keyser, Investgation Specialist, [ES Eastern Region
cc!
DATE:  February 5, 2001
SUBJECT: Case No. CAOO136AC; Additional Information

On January 31, 2001, Dr. Miava-Binkley and I met wnh( o ' T
\Le E _ ‘ ““Their appearance was in response to a
Attached to this memo you will find an Interview Log, and a

\ copy ofa letter from Dr. Binkley to Dr. D‘ﬁﬁvan,f T ] _

U - - . — —'A

1. — . i - __J

As indicated 1n the Interview LoiL 31 mgages not have any materials or documents to provide
USDA which may relate to the cal€ and freatment ot elephants or other amimals by Ringling Bros. Circus or

Feld Enterta.xnmenr.! A 7 o . - \

- ]
\OL%\U : — :
Y Of sxzmﬁcance aref _ 3onceming_the existence of audio tapes made from a conversatioy
. Xlaims that these tapes contain statements by} ~ that
OU /\L ngnng Brothers had knowledge of elephants in oth the Blue and Red Units (at that time) were—
infected with tuberculosis and being exhibited to the public. . ~as performing experimental treatment
on the elephants at that time and the elephants were ciimcallyTll. Cike other materials formerly in his
possession these tapes were turned over to the law firm, Fulbnght and Jaworski. LLP, for safekeeping as a
neutral party. Fulbright and Jaworski were to release the materials to Kenneth Feld on or about 2/2/01.

; n
e /_/
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That same afternoon Dr. Binkley and I went to the law office of Covington and Burling, located at 1201
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC, to review the TB test records on Ringling Brothers elephants.
Covington and Burling are represenung Feld Entertainment, and arrangements were made by OGC
Attorney, Robert Ertman, for them to have the records made available to us for inspection. I had very little
to do with these arrangements and it was Mr. Ertman who established which records would be made
available to us. As I understood it, Mr. Ertman and Feld Entertainment representatives agreed that we
would be provided TB test records on elephants which were to have been on exhibit (traveling) or removed
from exhibiting, from 1/1/99 until present. Dr. Binkley was utilizing a recent inventory list which she used
1o account for the elephants in the TB records. (Attachment 6) As for the elephant named, “Nicole”, Dr.
Binkley did indicate to me that this animal had left the Blue Unit prior to 2000. I do recall seeing her name
in the TB records however we were not provided any additional records to review, so | could not ascertain

her dispositon. ——I

This completes my response to your additional information request. However, should you need more
assistance please call me.
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