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that have taken place, including during the mediation session
while the matter was on appeal, that there would be no way of
settling the case and still using elephants in the circus under
the viewpoint that plaintiffs have in the case. That just
makes it, from our standpoint, a case that cannot settle.

THE COURT: Any response?

MS. MEYER: Well, without disclosing what occurred
during the mediation process, Your Honor —-

THE COURT: And please don't. I don't need to know.

MS. MEYER: Yes. I would just say that the
plaintiffs have always maintained that if the defendants would
cease engaging in the practices the plaintiffs allege violate
the Endangered Species Act, which is beating of the elephants
with bull hooks, the constant chaining of the elephants, and
the forceable removal of baby elephants from their mothers,
that plaintiffs would be willing to settle the case on some
basis.

And that seems to be sort of where the problem Ties.
Because, again, Your Honor, the defendants maintain that they
do not -- either they do not engage in those actions or that
those actions do not constitute violations of the Endangered
Species Act.

THE COURT: Wwhy do the defendants continue to use
elephants? And the reason why I ask that is that not too long

ago I took my grandchildren to a circus and the whole circus




