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AFFIDAVIT

1, (name of aﬁmf) Tom E. Rider, being duly sworn on cath make the following statement ©
Diane Ward: who has idertified herself as an employee of the USDA Invesiigative and
Enforcement Services. [ swear the following njormarion is fue and corrgct:

My mailing address is 500 East Halland, Washington, Il 61571, T have worked ‘W’l‘th elephanty
since 1997, my first elephant job was with Clyde Deatty Cireus, I worked for Ringling Brothers
Circus, 28 a barn man, for 2 1/2 years- from 1897 to November 1999 When I was hired, ] was
. told that if you complain to the USD A or the news media that we would loose our jobs, 1
traveled with the circus on the road (’cmiﬁ). I refused o work the elephants with bull hooks.

I make this statement today to explain the on going abuse of the elephants that 1 witaessed at

~ Ringling Brothers. V'Il”he abuse at Ringling Brothars is 6 out of 7 days a week, it is just an on going
daily event at every town listed on the route cards. The *Qorst abuse that I wi'r'nessed was the
fmllcwmg 1) m Lubbock, TX (a,bout June 12, 1997 there was a sermi-emergency because ofa
mm&da in the area The f:mployws started hitting and Hooking the elephants to get them out af
the tent and into ope af the bmldmgs I saw biood on the trucks of the clephants It WaS my _)Ob to
uncham ‘zhe e?cphants the elephants wers pamcked and looked like they wanted to ua, Grabam
Chipperfield was in charge of the ciephzmts 2) On Iuly 9, 1997 m 'I\xpeic MS- agsin a storm
Wwas COmng in, all the clephamﬂ where cbame,d in 2 fine and gemng wet, the iephnnts were -
starting to get amsy After the stoxm, Gmkmm and 1 unchamed the e e:phams to walk back to the
night facility. A cattle truck drove up and scared the elephants and four of them started to run,
Graham took off a:&cr them and he hooked one & e:phant (it was Mini) in the Front of the trunk and
bmugh;. her down on thc gmund He did stop them fom running, but Mini ends up with a3 inch
cut across the trunk.  3.) October 1997 in Detroit- the slzphant "Susan” was sick (not eating, |
d:arrbea) I reported it 1o Gary (Veterinarian thh Ringling Brothers). Gary and Graham came -
out to s;:é "Susan”, at her from a diglange, dad no exaxmnanon, and clatmed
Tom E. mdﬁ-% Al 2%l >

QIGNATURE QF APFIANT

Subscribed and swora to b:;:fcrm me at Sscramenra, CA
on this 20th  day of July, 2000

THane Ward-
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AFFIDAVIT '

L, (name of aﬁic;mt) Tom E, R,zs;z’er, being duly sworn on-oath make the Sollowing statement in

Dn:me Ward, who has identified herself as an employee of the USDA Investigative cmd
Enforcement Services. I swear the foilawmg Informazion is irug and correcs:

the alaphant {ooked fine. I took care of "Susan”, and she does recover, _but the Vet did not
exaxnine her. 4.) October 1997, in Pimsburgh, PA- [ witnessed Alex Vargas and Daniel Raffo
beating the elephant "Nicole and Sophie®, Apparently the elephams did not perform in the show

* correctly and they were being punished. The people (public) outside the tent could heer the
elephants screaming from the Bcating, 5.) During winter quarters (Nov. 12, 1997)- we were at
the fairgrounds in Tampa, FL, where the — and arena are set up for 2 months. Randy Peterson
was sént out from the Ringling's permanent farm (in Florida) to be in change of the winter barns,
At winter quarters it i a relaxing time for thé elephém there is not as much htting onthe

- elephants except at rehearsals, From Tmpa,, we moved to St Petmbur FL. In St. Petersburg,
1 saw Graham run from the arena to his truck zad get his gun. Ifound out that Richard
Chxppm’ﬁeld (Gmham 3 bmthr:r) got attacked by a tiger, and Graham put the nge:r in the cage and
them shot it 5 times (whﬂc it was ina mgm) Richard was seriously mjwred in the aceident, he is

| permanently disabled. Af:er the acudrmt Randy becomes superintendent of ammals, replacing
Graham (because G'raham resxgxled, due to the accident). Afler Graham lefl, the abuse to the

elepbants gets worse, 6.) February 1998- we were in Nashville, NC, and it was snowing, We

were made to walk the e ephants 31/2 miles in the MmoOw (ﬁom the mun, to where the show was
Set up), it was ciangzrmua because it was slippery. 7. ) Ff:bmary 1998, in Greensboro, NC- T Had
been domg a lot of camplaining zbout the ammal sbuse, Rzmdy wanted to- get me out of the circus
because of my complaints, Randy knew I didn't Ske the animal abuse. 8 ) February 1998, in
Rxchmond VA-T1 saw Jeff Patagre:w try to get two elephants (Zina and Rebecca) to lay down

The elepharts would not respend to bim and he beat the elepharts, Immedmtaly after the beating-
I saw 24 plug k:szons on Zing, and 36

TomE. Ridef
SIONATURE OF AFFIANT

plus Jesions on. Rebmr:a Randy saw what Jeff had done to

Subscribed and sworn 1o before me at Sacramento, CA

ou this 20th  dayof July, 2000 | \~ \ )\i
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AFFIDAVIT

FI, (name of ag‘iam‘) Tom E. Ricer, being duly sworn on oath make the jollowing statement 1o
Diane Ward, who hos idevified herself as an employee of the USDA Investigative and
Enforcement Services, I swear the following fryormaﬁan is true and correct:

the elephants, and got md at] off because he wig afinid that Mr. Feid would see the wounds on
the elephm’ts (Kenneth Feld was visiting the unit on this date). 9.) ‘March/April 1992, in Madison
Squarz Gardens, New York- the elephants got no exercise for 3 weeks, There was 1o place to
exearcise them in the city, they .tzisd once to walk them about the block but it didn't work out. At
thig location 4 people quit work in one day because of the animal abuse- two of their names were
Neil and Tony. 10.) May 1998, in New Haven, CT- Pat, »Iamed was heating 2 young elephant
- named "Benjamin" because he was messing with the other eiepham‘. (Shirley). Another elepham
namsd "Karcn started making notse (by rattling her chain) becanse Ben;amm was getting h:t- Pat
' came over and beat szm for 23 minutes because she would not stop making noise. After Pat
was done he asked me to get the "Wonder Dust” so ‘that he could cover up the bleeding on Karen,
One of the cmployevs at the tirne, Rob Lyle, also witnessed this beaung ’Ihere als0 was a
se;cm’rty guard at the New Haven | arzna (dowm:own) who also saw what was gomg om. 11 B July
1998, in route to Phoenix, AZ- it was over 100 degrm:s and we were trav&lmg during the day. I
was riding with the slephants i in-the traim, the heat was tnbearable. The car that transports the
elephants in close to the engine, and the hear and smoke from the engines was coming into the
train car, I ccmpiaiz;edl to Tammy Henry that I had no way o ¢ool the zicphants‘ down, even the
weter was hot; Tommy said there was nothing we could da. There is no air canditicning in the
train cars, and the ceiling vents/lights are atways clogged with straw and dirt (they are 3 fire
hazacd). 1 feared for myself and the elephants during this trip, because of the heat. 12.) August
1998, in Angherm, CA- the elephant "Lectmme" was having pmblem& with constipation, We had
to "rack' her out (to clean her bowels),, While doing this Lecimme #ccidcntally hit me in the eye
with her tail. Pat Harned and Randy Psterson hit Lechme because she flicked her tail at me, Tt |

Tom E, Riders
SIONATURE OF AFFLANT

Subrcribed and sworn 10 before me at Sscramento, CA 5
on this 20th  day of July, 2000 o

| Diane Ward: It \ /\' A
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APSIIE FORM 7167 Renlvos V¥ Foem -39 whacts b obwaken 5 \
NOY 973 DESIGNATED PURSUANT TO 7 U.8.C. 221710
. ADMINISTER OATHS, AFFIDAVITE, AND AFFTHAMATIONS,
AUTHORITY NQ. 2414

PL 04480



Case 1:03-cv-02006-EGS ~ Deocument 426-2.  Filed 02/19/2009  Page 4 of 7
PrtvacyAc:Nomw:»}{m .

- ' Page 4
AFFIDAVIT |
1, (name of affiar) Tom E. Rider, being duly sworn on oath make the following siclement to

- Diane Ward, whe has identified herself as an employee of the USDA Investigative and
Enforcement Services. I swear the following information is true and correct:

was just an aceident, the alepbam did not inemtionally hit me, she did not deserve to get hit for
this, 13.) August 1998, in San Jose, CA- the Humane Scciety investigated an elephant blesding
behind the ear. They documented the bloody elephant, but they said they could not prosecute
. because they could not determine who had best the animal. Ringling Brothers said that the blood
was from drawing blood for veterinary care, | 14.) September 1998, San Francisco, CA~ Raﬁdy
wanted all the doors (at the Cow Palace) kept cios&& because the animal activists were trying to
film the hatting of the elephents, It was really hot, and the air cmnditione's were not wcricin'g, and
I had to keep the doars closed zmd et the animals nof¥er in the high heat 15)) October 1998
Denver, CO- "Dateline” was coming to film the aniraals for animal abuse Jeff Stesle (unit
manager) met with us about not abusmg the amimals while "Dateline™ was here, we were
instructed not to hit the animals whxle being filmed. Pat Harned and Kanneth Feld were
mtm'wewed by "Dateling" and stated that they never it or beat the elephants.  Of course the
handlers do not hit th: animals when the know & filming crew is present, or if they know the
USDAis coming. 16.) November 1'998 Cleveland, OH- it was 30 cold on the train vthax I could
see my breath, I pack;ed hay in the cracks of the doar to try to. stop the cold from coming in;
' there is no heat in the elephant car (only the uaby amimal car has a heater), 17.) January 1999-
Miarmi, FL- Scott Green is hired as an elephart handler. This man had no elephant experiencs at
all. The first night he worked he was walkmg elephants into the arena with a "bull hook”. Green
started hitting the elephants on a regular baéis, stating it was discipﬁne, Green was hired by
Randy Peterson and Jeff Steele. 13. ) Jamuary 1999, Jacksonville, FL.- Alex Vargas came to visit
the circus (he has a trapeze act, and use to work with the elephants), I told Alex about the ammal
abuse, he said he coddn't do anyibme
Tom E, Rj.dmr»-%%é

SIONATURE OF AFFIANT -

bt it becanse he did not want to lose his job (he was sl

Subscribed and sworn 1o before me 3t Sacramento, CA
on this 20th  day of July, 2000

. . Diane Ward- fm@ }:}\/\h
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AFFIDAVIT

L (rame of a]j“ am) Tom E R‘zder being du/y sworn on aat}z make the ju[!awmg statement o
Diane Ward, who has identified herself as an employee of the USDA Investigative and
Enforcement Sewvicas. I swear the following information is true and correct:

eraployed by Ringling, but no longer with the Blue unit). 19.) February 1999, Fayetteville NC.
Rob I;y{'e (bazn rhan) quit work due to the abuse to the elephants. 20.) March 19’99, Ciﬁcinnaﬂ',
OH- the vice presidents of Feld Entertainment (Richard Fremming and Join Jamison) were

. visiting the blue unit while Randy was working on the front feet of the elephant known as .
"Wicole". Nicole fmﬂeé her feet away, so Randy }nt her on the head. The viczz~presidmts
witnessed Randy hitting Nicole, and never said a word about it. 21.) April 1999, Chattnooga,
TN- Randy and Adam had me drop a side wall on the tent (close the tent), so that they could beat
“‘Scphie,az;d Karen" for playing with each other. 22.) June 21, 1999- the e&cpham "Nicole" was
tak:n off the train and trucked back to Florida, because of all the scars. They didn't want the |
USDA o see all the hook marks on her leg, which bad swollen, We knew the USDA would be
inspemiﬁg ﬁs, because we wére maving from the U.S, into Canada. I have asked numerous -
people what ever happened to "Niccle", no one knows. 23.) June 1999, Ottawa, Canada- five
elép.hants get into a fight in the exercise pen. We were using the new sxercise pen instead of
chgiﬁing the elephantsin a line, All ﬁve elephams broke out of the pen, 1o ran into the horse
tent and three continued fo fight. I was lucky that tﬁe two elephants went into the harse tent,
because T was the only one there with the animals and I had nc way of stopping the elephants
from leaving (they could have easily just ran out into the public street). Adam Hill, Randy, and
Pat showed up in about 5 minutes with bull hooks aad start beating on the elephants o stop the
fight. I got in trouble for not beating the elephants to stop the fight. Adam Hill was in charge of
the barn at that time, 24.) August 1999; Dallas, TX- I found out that "Benjarmin had died". The -
baby elephant knévm as "Benjamin and Skirley" travel Separately from the group in trucks, with
Pat Hamed Pat was g

Tom E. I‘«hdc 2
STCNATURE OF AFFLANT

Ways bcm:mg on Benjamin, becausc he was 2 young budl elepha.m and was

Subscribed and sworn 1 before me a1 Sacrarnenzo, cA
on this 20th  dayof July, 2000 \‘
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AFFIDAVIT

1 (rzame of qu‘iant) Tom E. Rider, bemg duly sworn on oath make fhe fat’lawmg stateni2r
Diane Ward, who has identified herself as an empioyee of the USDA Inveszzgcmve and
Enforcement Services, [ swear the following information is frue and corract!

full of play, 25.) October 1999, travel from Detroft to Boston- it very cold, snowing and the
elephants were freezing cold; there was not heat on the train car.

. About the USDA Inspections: During my employment 2t nglmg 'Brothem? we always knew 2
few days 2 head of time (up to & week in advance) of aﬁy USDA inspection (this happened at least
5 timnes). Randy Peterson or Adam Hill wculd come and tell me a few days before the inspection
to get the place cleaned up because the USDA lnspcctm would be here on a certain day. Either
Randy and David Keyser atways showed the USDA amuna we were told not to answer any
questions forthe USDA. The USDA would never do thf:i‘B inspections in the evening when the
abuse is happerﬁng‘ The ideal time to do an inspestion would be right before 2 show {because

. that is whm they are hitting the elephants). The.USDA daes not inspect gvery ammal just what
Randy wants to show them. If the USDA would mpem each animal behind the ears, behind the

leg, and around the tuil; thcy would fmd gross scarring and lesions, I never saw the USDA do a
close mspecnqn af the elephants.
The people employed by Ringling Brothers who abused animals dmi‘y were Adam 7-1111, Pat -
Harned, Randy Peterson, Scatt Green, Jeff Petagrew, Raobert Ridley, Jeff (known a3 "Cowbcy"),
James (fmm the Ringling farm in Williston, FL), Dave McFarland, Steve Heart, Josh, Dave
Whailey, Dave Wiley, Damc:l Rzﬁ'o and Gary Jacobson (baby traimer). These people use
excessive hooking and- hmmg with the bull hooks, and hooking the elephants then giving them
“commands (they just hook the el lephant for no reason, théy never even give the elephant a

command sa%h& hzw; izfigd) Immewd most of the animal abuse from 6 p.m.
Tom E. Rider-

SIONATURE OF AFFIANT

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Sacramento, CA -
on this 20th  dayof July, 2000 ‘ :

Mane Ward- - WQ }\

DESIGNATED FURSUANT TC 7 U.8.C.2217T0 |
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1. (narme of affiam) T om E. Rider, being dufy swarn on oath make the ﬁ:i@ving staiemert 1o
Diane Ward, who has identified herself as an employee of the USDA Invesuganve and
Enforcement Serviczs, ] swear the following informettion iz true and correct:

to 10 p.m- which is when the handlers came to work with the sleppants, I saw baby Benjaxmin
systematically abused, 5 to 6 times a day, by Pat Harned; this included verbal abuse al the time.
Adam Hill was extremely violent with the elephants, he is now working at Clyde Beatty Clrzus,

In the 2 12 yaars that I was emploved at Ringling Brothers, T waw at lesst 65 pecple mred to

work with the eiffphanis in the biue unit. All of these pecple sither quit, were fired, or left for

: samé other reason. Mast of these individuals had no prior: experience working with elephants.

_

Tom E, Rider%

SIINATURE QOF AFFIANT

Subscribed and sworn 1o bafore ma st Sacramento, CA &‘( -

an thig 20th  day of July, 2000 » ,
Mane Ward. Z Wm / 0/1’0
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