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SYNOQPSIS

Feld Entertainment, Inc, dba: Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus,
currently holds a Class C license to exhibit animals under the Animal Welfare
Act, Feld Entertainment’s license number is 52-C-0137 and customer nurmber ig
7250, Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Baily Circus currently has 3 operational
units; the red, blue and gold units, The red unit and blue units are three ring
circuses which rotate, on even years the blue unit is performing and the red unit is
training for the next show, and on odd years the roils are reversed. The gold unit -
is & one ring circus for smaller venues. According to the United States
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service,
Application for License — License Renewal, Ringling Bros. and Bamum & Bailey
Circus owns 22 dogs, 19 farm animals, 36 wild/exotic felines, 19 wild/exotic
hoofstock, and 55 wild/exotic mammals for a total of 151 animals.

' Feld Entertainment, Inc, dba: Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus have a

previous history in the Investigative and Enforcement Services” Tracking System,

" This history includes but i not limited to a fine of $20,000 (Gwenty thousand

dollars), case F1.98026-AC, for violations of veterinary care requirements set
forth by the Animal Welfare Act. Two cases, AZ04156-AC involving the death
of & lion during transport and FL04287-AC involving violations of veterinary care
requirements have been submitted to the Office of General Counsel.

The Blue Unit of Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Cireus performed in Oakland,
California from August 18, 2004 through August 22, 2004, On August 20 and 21,
2004, Deniz Marie Bolbol, a member of Citizens for Cruelty-Free Entertainment,
witnessed and videotaped the repeated hitting or beating of an elephant named
Angelica by an Ringling Bros. Barmum & Bailey Circus’ employee. A copy of
the videotape that Deniz Marie Bolbol made on August 20 and 21, 2004 was used
in a press conference in San Jose, California on September 24, 2005, Copies of
the videotape were also made available to the Peaple for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA) and to some other animal rights activist.
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EXPLANATION OF THE EVIDENCE

“August 20, 2004

9 CFR ‘ .
2.1310)(1) Handling of all animals shall be done as expeditiously and carefull
possible in a manver that does not cause trauma, physical harm or unnecesgary
: discomfort,
- 5CFR

2.13102)3) " Physical abuse shall not be used {0 train, work, or otherwise handle animals
: An employee of Ringling Bros, and Bamum & Bailey Circus used physical
gbuse to handle and cause unnecessary discomfort to an elephant whxch is
evidenced by,
Exhibits 12 and 1b~ Copies of APHIS FORMS 7003~ App]xcatmn for
License Renewal documents that Feld Entertainment, Inc dba: Ringling Bros,
and Barnum & Bailey Circus helds a Class C license 10 exhibit animals under
the Anima] Welfare Act, They also document that Ringling Bros. and
Bamum & Bailey Circus held a Class C license 1o exhibit arumals under the
Animal Welfare Act on August 20, 2004,
Exhibits 2 and 2b- APHIS FORM 7162, Affidavit of Deniz Mzu ie Bolbol,
and the copy of the letter to APHIS from Demz Bolbol documents that Deniz -
Marie Bolbol witnessed and videotaped the alleged abuse of an elephant
named Angelica by an employee of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
Circus. Deniz Marie Bolbol witnessed and videotaped the alleged ovents at
*'the Oskland Coliseum in California on August 20, 2004,
Exhibit 3a ~ Videotape titled: Ringling Bros Oakland, CA Aug 04 AWA
Violation 2.121(2)(i) Contact: Bolbo! %ﬂmﬂ which was submitted 1o
APHIS with Deniz Marie Bolbol’s letier dated 3/23/2005 (Exhibit 2p),
documents an employee of Ringling Bros. and Bamum & Bailey Circus
repetitively jab and strike the back leg of an elephant with what appears o be
a bLHhcok The date stamp on the videotape document the events took place
~ on August 20, 2004,

Exhibit 3b — Videotape titled: PETA Ringling Baby }uiicrs Rt:vxsed by Pat
Cuviello 4/12/2005 documents an employee of Ringfing Bros. and Bamum &
Railey Circus repetitively jab and strike the back leg of an elephant with what
appears to be a bullhook. The date stamp on the videotape document the
events took place on August 20, 2004, PETA Ringling Baby Killers was
submitted 1o APHIS with o complaint filed by Debbie Leahy of PETA, Debbie
Leahy provided a statement that Deniz Bolbol wag responsible for videotaping
the video elip that shows the alleged physical abuse of an elephant in PETA
Ringling Baby Killers. Demiz Marie Bolbol was asked to provide the unedited

. _ video which included the video clip used in PETA Ringling Baby Killers, To
comply with that request-Joseph Patrick Cuviello provided 1ES Investigator
Davis a copy of Deniz Marie Bolbol’s unedited videotape of the alleged
elephant abuse by coping Deniz Marie Bolbol's original video foorage
onto/over this Copy of FETA Ringling Baby Killers,
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EXPLANATION OF THE EVIDENCE (continued)

Exhibit 4 ~ APHIS FORM 7162, Affidavit of Joseph Patrick Cuviello
documents that he witnessed Deniz Bolbol videotaping Angelice at the
Oakland Coliseurn on August 20 and 21, 2005 were Ringl‘mg Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey Circus were performing,
Exhibit 5 - Statement of Bruce Reed documents thzh the Blue Unit of
Ringling Bros. performed in Ogkland, Celifornia from August 18, 2004
through Sunday, August 22, 2004, It also documents thar the name of the
elephant in the alleged incident of abuse is Angelica and that it’s his
understanding that there was no change in Angelica’s routine afier the alfeged
incident, , ,
Exhibit 6 — Copy of a Letter to the Editor (Oakland Tribune) from Ringling
Bros. documents that Angelica, who appeared in a videotape that was referred
to in the August 25 article “Expert condemns abuse of elephant,” was both
unharmed and unfazed by what appears to be misuse of the animal hander’s
guide. It glso documents that Ringling Bros,” animal care staff, if they were

- present, would have taken immediate action to remove the handler from
contact with the élephanta.

August 21, 2004

9 CFR
2.131()(1) Handling of all animals shall be done as gxpeditiously and carefully as
: possible in » manner that does not cause trauma, physical herm or unnecessary

: discomfort.

9 CFR : _ ‘

213120 Phisical abuse shall not be used to train work, pr_atherwige handle animalg

’ _An employee of Ringling Bros, and Barnum & Bajley Circas used physical

abuse 1o handle and cause unnecessary discomfort to an elephant which is
evidenced by;
Exhibits 12 and 1b~ Copies of APHIS FORMS 7003- Application for
License Renewal documents that Feld Entertainment, Inc dba: Ringling Bros,
and Barnum & Bailey Circus holds a Class C license to exhibit animals under
the Animal Welfare Act. They also document that Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey Circus held a Clags C license to exhibit animals under the
Animal Welfare Act on August 21, 2004,
Exhibits 2a and 2h—~ APHIS FORM 7162, Affidavit of Deniz Marie Bolbal,
and the copy of the letter to APHIS from Deniz Bolbol documents that Deniz
Marie Bolbol witnessed and videotaped the alleged abuse of an eléphant
named Angelica by an employee of Ringling Bros, and Bamum & Bailey
Circus, Deniz Marie Bolbol witnessed and videotaped the alleged events at
the Oskland Coliseum in California on Angust 21, 2004
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EXPLANATION OF THE EVIDENCE (continued)

Exhibit 3a ~ Videotape titled: Ringling Bros Oakland, CA Aug 04 AWA
Violation 2.121(2)(i) Contact: Bolbo} [%zmﬁswhich was submitted o
APHIS with Deniz Marie Bolbol's letter dated 3/23/2005 (Exhibit 2b),
documents an employee of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus strike
the back leg of an elephant with what appears to be a bullhook, The date
stamp-on the videotape document the events took place on August 21, 2004,
Exhibit 3b ~ Videotape titled: PETA Ringling Baby Killers Revised by Pat
Cuviello 4/12/2005 documents an employee of Ringling Bros. and Bamum &
Bailey Circus strike the back leg of an elephant with what appears 1o be a
bullhook. The date stamp on the videotape document the events took place on
August 21, 2004. PETA Ringling Baby Killers was submitied to APHIS with «
complaint _,xled by Debbie Leahy of PETA. Debbie Leahy provided a
statement thay Deriz Bolbol was responsible for vzdeoz’apmg the video clip
that shows physical abuse of an elep}zani in PETA Ringling Baby Killers.
Deniz Marie Bolbol was asked 1o provide the unedited video which included
the video clip used in PETA Ringling Baby Killers. To comply with that
request Josgph Patrick Cuviello provided JES Investigator Davis a copy of
Deniz Marie Bolbol's unedited videotape of the elephant abuse by coping

.. Deniz Marie Bolbol’s original video Jootage onto/over the Copy of PEIA
Ringling Baby Killers.

Exhibit 4 - APHIS FORM 7162, Affidavit of Joseph Patrick Cuviello
documents that he witnessed Deniz Bolbol videotaping Angelica at the
Oskland Coliseum on August 20 and 21, 2005 were Ringling Bros. and

- Barmum & Bailey Circus were performing. -

Exbibit 5 ~ Statement of Bruce Reed documents that the Blue Unit of
Ringling Bros, performed in Oakland, California from August 18, 2004
through Suaday, August 22, 2004. ¥ also documents that the name of the
elephant in the alleged incident of abuse 1s Angelica and that it’s his
understanding that there was no change in Angelica’s routine after the alleged
incident.

‘Exhibit 6 - Copy of a Letter to the Edntor (Oakland Tnbnne) from nglmg
Bros documents that Angelica, who appeared in a videotape that was referred
to in the August 25 article “Expert condemns abuse of elephant” was both
unharmed and unfazed by what appears to be misuse of the animal handler’s
guide. It also documents that the animal care staff, if they were present,

" would have taken immediate action to remove the handler ﬁrom contact with
Ringling Bros, elephants,
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OTHER EVIDENCE

Exhibit 7a and 7b — APHIS FORM 7162, Affidavit of Debbie Leahy and Interview Log of
Debbie Leahy documents that she submitied a'letier and & video labeled PETA “Ringling Baby
Killers” 6 mins to Ann M. Veneman, Secretary of Agriculture on behalf of PETA. Italso
‘documents that a portion of the videotape was provided to PETA by Deniz Bolbol. The video

clip recorded on the videotape is the alleged beating and abuse of the elephant “Angelica” by an
employee of Ringling Brothers and Barnum Bailey ercus The video clip shows the mmdem
dates as August 20, 2004 and August 21, 2004,

Exhibit 8 ~ Copy of a Letter to Secretary Ann M. Veneman from PETA, documents the
complaint made by Debbie Leahy on behalf of PETA, It also documents what Debbie Leahy
believes the video clips, on the videotape PETA Ringling Baby Killers, represents.

Exhibit 9a ~ Videotape titled PETA Ringling Baby Killers documents an employee of Ringling
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circns allegedly using physical abuse to handle an elephant. Thisis
© the original videotape submitted with Debbie Leahy 'S‘Complaini to Secretary Ann M, Veneman.

Exbibit 9b — Copy of Videotape titled PETA. Ringling Baby Killers documents that Debbie
Leshy authenticated the videotape by initialing the top of the VHS tape with the initials dl. This
s a copy of Exhibit 9a and was made Jor the purpose of Debbie lﬂahy s authentication of the
original video.

Exhibit 10 ~ Email from Debbie Leshy to Investigator Mina documents that Deniz Bolbol, who
is mentioned in the attached article, is the person who took the video of Angelica being struck on
the videotape PET A Ringling Baby Kiljers. The article in the email “Bxpert condemns abuse of
elephant; Oakland Zoo worker says video of circus shows il treatment” was anthenticated asa
copy ofthe ofiginal article by the Oakland Tribune Staff Writer Laura Casey, Laura Cusey
authenticated the document by signing and dating the email.

Exhibit 11 ~ Copy of Joseph Patrick Cuviello’s and Deniz Marie Bolbol's California drivers
licenses documents their addresses and their physical descriptions.

Exhibit 12 - Lexus/Nexus Person Summary Report for Deniz M. Bolbol documents all public
information associated with Deniz M. Bolbol,
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EXHIBIT LIST

Exhibit 1a ~ Copy of APHIS FORM 7003~ Application for License Renewal, dated 4/13/2004,

Exhibit 1b — Copy of APHIS FORM 7003~ Application for License Renewal, dated 4/26/2005,

Exhibit 28 — APHIS FORM 7162, Affidavit of Deniz Marie Bolbol, dated 2/24/2005.

Exhibit 2b — Copy of  letter to APHIS from Deniz Bolbol, dated 3/23/2005. -

Exhibit 3a — Videotape titled: Rinpling Bros Oakland, CA Aug 04 AWA Violation 2. 121(2)()
Contact: Bolbo [FEDYXGIIES

Exhibit 3b ~ Videotape titled: PETA Ringling Baby Killers Revised hy Pat Cuviello 4/12/2005.

Exhibit 4 - APHIS FORM 7162, Affidavit of Joseph Patrick Cuviello, dated 2/24/2005,

Exhibit 5 — Staternent of Bruce Reed, dated 8/02/2005.

Exhibit 6 — Copy of a Letter to the Edmr (Oakland Tribune) from ng ing Bros, dated

8/31/2004.

Exhibit 7a — APHIS FORM 7162, Affidavit of Debbie Leahy, dated 4/07/2005."

Exhibit 7b ~ Interview Log of Debbie Leahy, dated 3/11/2005.

Exhibit 8 — Copy of a Letter to Secretary Ann M. Vepeman from PETA, dated 12/14/2005,

Exhibit 9a — Videotape titled PETA Ringling Baby Killers. .

- Exhibit 9b - Copy of Videotape titted PETA Ringling Baby Killers.

Exhibit 10 ~ Email from Debbie Leany to Investigatm Mina dated 3/11/2005.

Exhibit 11 - Copy of Joseph Patrick Cuviello's and Deniz Marie Balbol’s California drivers

licenses.

Exhibit 12 — Lexus/Nexus Person Summary Report for Deniz M. Bolbol,
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WITNESS LIST

Harry Dawson . Senior Investigator
United States Department of Agriculture

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services
Investigative and Enforcement Services

920 Main Campus Drive, Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27606

Phone; (919) 855-7080

I REDACTED

Rebecca Davis - - Investigator
United States Department of Agriculture:

Animal and Plant Heslth Inspection Services

Investigative and Enforcement Services

2150 Centre Ave, Building B, B3W10

Fort Colling, CO 80524

Phone: (510) 637-4303

(SSNREDACTED

Deniz Marie Balbal : . : Member
Citizens for Cruelty-Free Entertainment

REDACTED

Joseph Patrick Cuviello ‘ Founder and Member

Bruce Read ~--m Vice President Animal Stewardship
Feld Entertainment
Ringling Brothers and Barnum Bailey Circus
- 8607 Westwood Center Drive
. Vienna, VA 22182
Phone: (703) 749-5410

SHREDACTED
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Debbie Leahy
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Director

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
Captive Animals and Entertainment Issues

501 Front Street

Norfolk, VA 23510

Office: (757) 622-PETA

Personal: [R{=IDYNOAN=D)
Email: Debbiel@peta.org
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