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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO
ANIMALS, et al.,

Plaintiffs, Case No.: 03-2006 (EGS/JMF)
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Defendant,

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDANT’S
MOTION FOR ENTITLEMENT TO ATTORNEYS’ FEES
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RINGLIN BROTHERS

| ™ & BATLEY
Circus' MISIREATMENT
o ASIAN ELEPHANTS

Current Activities:

Ringling Brothers Circus
Mistreatment of Asian
Elephants

Watch Circus Video
Ringling Brothers Trial
USDA Fines Ringling
Brothers

Legislation To End Use Of
Animals In Traveling
Circuses

Mother Jones Magazine
Article About Ringling
Brothers

wildlife Advocacy Project

Comments on Ringling
Brothers Permit

In recent years, several former employees of Ringling Brothers Barnum and Bailey Circus
Manatee Conservation have been shedding light on the way elephants are mistreated under the Big Top — the
animals are "broken," "trained,"” and "disciplined" with sharp metal bull hooks, and kept
Power on chains for most of their lives. Other members of the public have captured the
mistreatment on videotape, as the circus arrives in their cities and towns.

Environmentally Safe Wind

Bat Conservation

These accounts of mistreatment and abuse have spurred people throughout the country
to speak up on behalf of the elephants. One prominent spokesmen has been Tom Rider,
who worked for the circus for two and a half years from 1997 to 1999. The Wildlife
Advocacy Project supports these efforts to educate the public about how circus elephants
are really treated and to dispel the myths perpetuated by these extremely profitable
circuses. If you want to make a tax deductible contribution to our public education
campaign on this issue, click donate now.

http://www.wildlifeadvocacy.org/current/circus/index.php 03/30/2012
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_“ Click here to see live footage of Ringling Brothers' mistreatment of elephants on You
\'&g‘\ ; Tube (or click on video player below). To learn more about elephants, the Ringling

. Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus, and efforts to protect elephants from abuse keep

' reading. See also www.meyerglitz.com for information about a lawsuit brought against

Ringling Brothers under the Endangered Species Act).

‘m

See also Animal Protection Institute and The Animal Welfare Institute

| > Next page - About Asian Elephants
Suppon Your Wildlife!
DON_ATE NOW through
Helping.or,
TO MAKE A GONATION| e
fvecit §

... More on Ringling Brothers and Circus Elephants:

http://www.wildlifeadvocacy.org/current/circus/index.php 03/30/2012
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About Asian Elephants

Asian Elephants, the elephant species most often used by circuses, are endangered in the
wild, due to poaching, hunting, and the destruction of their natural habitat. They are
listed as "endangered” under the Endangered Species Act, which prohibits anyone from
"killing," "harming," or "harassing" them. To learn more click here,

About Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus

Dubbed the "Cruelest Show on Earth" by many animal advocates, Ringling Brothers has
three traveling circuses: the "Red" and "Blue" Units, and the "Gold Unit" or "Hometown
Edition." It also has both a breeding and retirement facility for the elephants it uses in it's
circus. To learn more click here.

Tools of the Circus Trade

The cruel way in which circus elephants are broken, trained, disciplined, and transported
are all indicative of a life of misery in the circus. To learn more click here.

Elephant Mistreatment At Ringling Brothers

As described by several former Ringling Brothers employees, there is a culture of abuse at
the circus that includes the constant use of bull hooks and other weapons on the
elephants, and routine chaining while the elephants are transported throughout the
country to perform. The animals perform between 48-50 weeks each year, with up to 3
performances a day. They are chained in box cars while traveling from town to town,
chained all night long, and chained for most of the day. The mistreatment occurs with
both adult and baby elephants. To learn more click here.

http://www.wildlifeadvocacy.org/current/circus/index.php 03/30/2012
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Baby Elephants Are Also Mistreated

From the time they are born at Ringling Brothers' breeding facility, the baby elephants
are torn away from their mothers, trained with bull hooks to perform tricks in the circus,
and kept on chains. The U.S. Department of Agriculture has concluded that Ringling
Brothers' routine "separation" of baby elephants from their mothers — using ropes around
their legs to forcibly remove the nursing babies from their mothers — causes the young
elephants "trauma, behavorial stress, physical harm, and unnecessary discomfort." In
recent years, at least four baby elephants have died prematurely while under Ringling
Brothers' care. To learn more click here.

Circus Myths

Circuses with animals are still around today because of several myths they perpetuate to
convince the public that this is a harmless "all-American" activity. To learn more click
here.

What vou can do

While the infamous founder of Ringling Brothers circus, P.T. Barnum, boasted that
"there's a sucker born every minute," it is up to the public to learn the truth about what
goes on behind the Big Top. To learn more click here.

back to the top
Home | About | Who | Support | Contact
© Wildlife Advocacy Project

http://www.wildlifeadvocacy.org/current/circus/index.php 03/30/2012
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We Hap An EuerrHany Drirrin BLooo
Art Over THE Arena FLooR DURiNG

TrHie SHow From Beine Haokeo.

Ringling Lawsuit
Court of Appeals Ruling

Washington. D.C. {Ockober 28, 2011) — Courd of 2opeais uohotds Tral
Gout Rufing (Acrobat PDF).

Trial Court Ruling

Washinglon, D.C (Decamber 31, 2008) — Kathering Me;er fead atiorney
Tor the piaintifs In ASPCA. ot o/ v Feid Entertainment foc released the

following statement on benall of the plsintifts regarding yesterday's nuling
by Judgs Emmat Sultivan of the United States District Court for the District
of Columbla

“After a nearly ten year lual battie againsi he Ringling
Bros. Circus
Asian elsphants. & federe) udge yestsrday dismisesd the
case on grounds that Ihe ptalntifly lacked ‘standing’ ta
pursus halr ciaims, Because he dismissed the tasefora
fack of Jurisciction, the Court did not address any of the
extensive svidence presenied at tial thal showed Asian
slephants kept on chaing for much of theis Iives and hnt
‘with buli hooks, or the testimony of several renovmed
@xpents MHat these pracicss ham the stephants in many
ways. The case &

thé Endangsred Species Act Had the Count addressed the
mudts of the case and ruled favorably for the plalntifts, the
Circus would have been required to stop ity chaining and Slgpn U bor ooy
bull hook practicea or obtain a special permit fom ths
federal govemmant to continue [0 engage in thase
pracices”

The plaintiifs in tha cass Inctude ¢ former Ringling Bros. employes. The
American Socisty for Prevention of Crusily to Animate. the Antmal Welfare
institute, tha Fund tor Anlmals, and the Aaimal Protection instiite The 1
Dinintifs are weighimg their options regarding furthsr procesdings. Donotn to

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Balley Circus On Trial  [RAeRAC SOl

Defense Ful

Bom Frae USA united with Animal Profection Institute iBom Fres UBAY,
along with thrss other anima! protection crganizations end a formar
Ringling Bros. and Bamum & Baller Circus IRinghng! smploves. susd
Ringling tor violating tha Endgangered Species Act by cruslty mistresting
Asian etephants. The ¥ist snded In Karch 2009

oty Enie S The Astan slaphan is cument; Hsted 8s an encangersd specias under
ne Endangened Spaciea 5ct [ESA]. meaning that any acts that would
“hamm. wound, Injure, hargss. of K" an Asian elephant in the wild or in
capiivily are prohibitad. The tawsult aliaged nat & number of toutine
pragtices by Ringling are in viotation of the Endangered Spanies Act.
Including the forceful use of a bulihook and the chaining of stephants for
Mmos ot tha day and night ¥/e havd amassed 3 westth of svidenca to
suppor these claims.

Bullhook Use

A bulihook. or ankus. Is mads of wood,
‘meta). or oiher substantial matenial. tis
approdmately 2 to 3 feet long. and 3l one
ond i3 3 sharp steel hook and poker. i
used o poke, prod, sirika. snd hi
animals o “ain” them — a!i for 8 faw
moments of human amusement

We have video footage of Ringling
#mployees repeatedty hiting elaphants.
wilh bullhooks, s well as

of the dally hIEing and “hooking” of Me sleph.ants 15 make them stay In
itne, move in & oarticular direction. or pertorn on cue.

in addiion we have RInZiing's pan intemal wiitten documants that
'scusd the misireatment of the slephents, For example, Ringling'e
anmat bahavionst reported "an elaphant dripping biood il over the
arena Roor &aring the show from being hooked.” in an imernat small. 2
Ringling vetarinary assistani reponad that {ajfter this moming's baths. at
1east 4 of the alephants cama in with multiple abrasions and lacerations
from the hooks " After the reieass of this informstion o the public,
Ringiing moved to prohibit the release of any additional information to the
oubhic provided via discovery

Chaining

Thaining ts one of the mast common
methads used 1o conting elephans in
capiiiy. N severel; restiicts an elephant's
movements, siiminadng its ability io He
down. walk, or sociatice with other
olephants. The severt; of thase
restrictions can resuitin neurolic
Ppeycholegical bahavor, physicat injury,
and even the death of captive slaphants.

Newly obtalned esidence based on the

zircus's own documants reveals that

Ringling keeps eleghants virually immobilizad in chaing for the majarit;
of their ives. intarnal records show that the aiaphiants are chained while
confined tn boxcars for an average of more than 26 hours 313 tme, and
somaetimes for a3 Much a3 $3-100 hours, 35 the Sircus MOVES across
the country

Tn addition. tenmar Ringiing employees testifysd about the mistreatment
ey witiessed while working for the araus. afi of which corroborates the
claims alieged in Wnis case

in addition to Bom Free LUSA the pialntiffs In the lawsutt are the Amartcan
Sodiety for the Prevention of Cruslty fo Animals, the Animal Weltare
instituta the Fund tor Animals_ and Tom Rider. a former Ringling
employse,

* The tawsult was head before the Honorabls EmmetJ. Sulihan in
fadarsi district court in the Distridt of Columbia and handisd by Meyer
Giizenstein 3 Crystal. ons of the counby's presminent anvironmental faw
fems,

Next: Trini Tronocriots »

You Can Help

Piease dona's 12 the Cleohant Defenss Fung and help ug continue our
fight With your suppor, we will do everyining we can to end the
miseatment of elaphants in circuses and traveling shiows




