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Katherine A. Mever
Eric R. Glitzenstein
‘Howard M. Crystal

_ Mever & Glitzenstein
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nnecticut Avenue, N.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20009-1056

Telephone (202) 388-3206
Fax (202) 588-5049

Jonathan R. Lovvorn
Daniel R. Vice

April 10, 2000

Hand-Delivered

Michael Dunn, Assistant Secretary for Marketing
and Regulatory Affairs

1400 Independence Ave., S5.W.

washington, D.C. 20250

Re: Complaint Against Ringling Brothers For Abusing
And Mistreating Elephants And Request For
Immediate Investigation And Seizure And Protection
Of The Elephants

Dear Mr. Dunn:
on behalf of Performing Animal Welfare Society ("PAWS"), and

its officers, Pat Derby and Ed Stewart, we write to bring to your
attention yet another eye-witness to +he routine beating and

- other mistreatment of elephants by Ringling Brothers. Mr. Tom

Rider, who was an elephant handler for the Ringling Brothers’
nplue Unit" for 2 1/2 years until very recently, has disclosed
that Ringling Brothers’ trainers and handlers routinely hit and
peat elephants, including baby elephants, with bull hooks to make
them walk at a certain pace and to perform in the circus. By
letter to you dated December 21, 1998, we presented you with
sworn deposition testimony from two other Ringling Brothers’
employees, Glenn Ewell and James Stechcon, who reported the same
xind of treatment toward the Ringling Brothers’ elephants.

Mr. Rider has also revealed that it is nwell known" in the
circus community that Ringling Brothers uses ropes to tie the
elephants down in order to nerain them" and that if they do not
do as they are instructed, they are hit with a bull hook. This
report is completely consistent with the recent USDA report that
PAWS obtained that revealed that Ringling Brothers had inflicted
severe rope burns on two of its baby elephants during the routine
ngeparation” process that it uses at its "conservation®" facility

. reeycled paper



/

in Florigs.

and BXposed
N waste for

lso Feported wag the
+  Benjamin is
while

Numerocug wound
Mr. Riger repo

S from repeated beatingg
bull heex woun

r'ts that a+ Cne point,

2 dozen
ds on two of the e3]

a,

Rider algg
@lephantg Karen,

employeeg watched,
used in the n

gency’g regulatio
°f animalsg used i i

state that n

i e sh
Otherwise handle animalg, that »
be done | . i

«+ 1n

animals shall
4 manner that doeg not causge trauma - .
behavioral Stress, Physical Narm, nnecessary discomfort," and
that = QUG animalg shall pn h or excessive
Public handling . . + Which woulg be

or well-beinq."

9 C.F.Rr

d their health
§ 2.131(a),

(emphasisg Supplieqd),



. - = OO6'EGS DOCU e
Case 1:03-cv-02 .‘

i roa in Providing refuge for these
Magnificent Animalsg, lease contact either e or pat Derby of
PAWS (209) 745-2606 to discusgg this

Ka herine A: Meyer.



