Case 1:03-cv-02006-EGS Document 74-7 Filed 07/21/06 Page 1 of 4

STANDARDS FOR
ELEPHANT
MANAGEMENT
AND CARE

FELD 0028626

Lt

Plaintiffs' Supp. Exh. 7



Case 1:03-cv-02006-EGS Document 74-7 Filed 07/21/06 Page 2 of 4‘

AZA STANDARDS FOR ELEPHANT
MANAGEMENT AND CARE
Adopted 21 March 2001

The following standards apply to the husbandry and management of both African (Loxodonta
africana) and Asian (Elephas maximus) elephants in AZA accredited institutions, AZA related
facilities, and non-member participants in the AZA Elephant Species Survival Plan (SSP). The
intelligence, strength, and social needs of these magnificent animals can pose many challenges
for captive managers. Institutions desiring to hold elephants should therefore understand the
substantial human, financial, and ethical commitments involved in appropriately maintaining
these large and potentially dangerous species (Hutchins and Smith 1999). These standards have
been developed to guide institutions that are planning and improving their elephant programs and
are considered during the AZA accreditation process and non-member SSP participant

evaluation.

The AZA Board of Directors believes that the Association performs a valuable role in the
cooperative development of standards for zoo and aquarium animal management and care, which
are designed to advance the collective mission of AZA and its members. The development of
these standards and the adoption of them through the AZA accreditation process is what sets
AZA members apart from roadside animal attractions. The Board understands that there will be
differences of opinion as to what constitutes appropriate standards. Standards evolve over time
reflecting changes in knowledge, expertise, and public perception.

The AZA Board of Directors has asked the AZA Elephant SSP/TAG to begin formulating a draft
vision for the future of elephant management in AZA accredited zoos. Because current
standards are expected to change over time, it is recommended that members seeking to plan new
elephant exhibits/care programs look to the vision, rather than the current standards, for guidance

on where to go in the future.

Compliance with some minimum housing (specifically space, enclosure design, and elephant
restraint device (ERD) requirements) must be implemented no later than five years from the
issuance of these standards (1 May 2006). Institutions must have written implementation plans
for compliance with these standards no later than three years from their issuance (1 May 2004).
AZA accredited and related facilities must meet all other provisions described here within one
year (1 May 2002) of the issuance of these standards, unless the Accreditation Commission
approves a variance. Failure to meet basic AZA standards for elephant management and care
will be noted during accreditation inspections. Current non-member participants in the SSP will
be given the same time schedule for compliance, but new non-member participants must meet all

new standards prior to approval.
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**Note: It is understood that obtaining additional elephants for zoo exhibits can be
difficult at this time. Temporary variances will therefore be considered regarding
group size requirements. Institutions that do not currently meet the group size
standard should demonstrate that they have requested assistance from the SSP in
obtaining additional animals.

It is recognized that some socially aberrant adult females currently exist and these
elephants can be managed singly if the institution has made every effort to introduce
them to a social group and the SSP agrees that the anti-social behavior is not

correctable.

2.4. Human-animal Interactions — A minimum of two qualified elephant keepers
must be present during any contact with elephants. A qualified keeper is a person the
institution acknowledges as a trained, responsible individual, capable of and specifically
experienced in the training and care of elephants.

2.5. Introductions — There are no specific standards for elephant introductions at this time,
but see Lindburg and Robinson (1986) and Krantz (1996).

Health and Nutrition

3.1. Diet
3.1.1. High quality and nutritionally correct food must be provided in sufficient

quantities to maintain animal health and appropriate weight (EMA 1999). Hay and
grain should be formulated to provide a complete diet as recommended by the
Elephant SSP Nutrition Advisor. ,

3.1.2. There are no specific standards for elephant nutrition at this time, but see
Dierenfeld (1995), Oftedahl et al. (1996) and Ullrey et al (1997).

3.2. Medical Management ‘
3.2.1. A veterinarian with experience in large mammal medicine must be on call at all

times to deal with routine elephant health evaluation and treatment and medical

emergencies.
3.2.2. Each elephant must be given a thorough annual physical examination (Mikota et

al. 1994). '

3.2.3. All elephants must be visually inspected on a daily basis (EMA 1999). A general
assessment must be made and any unusual activities should be recorded in the daily
log at each inspection. Specifically, reports should include observations such as
condition of urine and feces, eating and drinking patterns, administration of
medications (if any), and general condition and behavior.

3.2.4. A veterinarian or trained veterinary technician must perform fecal examinations to
look for parasites and other problems at least twice a year (Samuel et al. 2001).
Results should be recorded.

3.2.5. All elephants must be trained to permit a complete body daily exam (include feet,
eyes, ears, open mouth and tongue, teeth, and tusks) for any sign of abnormalities.
Results should be recorded.

3.2.6. All elephants’ body weight must be assessed and recorded at least twice a year
(EMA 1999) through actual weighing or through the use of standardized body
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measurement tables, photographs, or similar, previously validated techniques (e.g.,
Nirmalan and Sreekumar 1990). ‘

3.2.7. For management purposes, all elephants must be trained to accept injections, oral
medications, insertion of ear or leg vein catheters, treatment of wounds, enemas, and
urogenital examinations (Mikota et al. 1994, EMA 1999).

3.2.8. All elephants must be trained to accept regular collection of blood, urine, feces,
saliva, semen, skin biopsy, and temporal gland secretion (Brown 1998, EMA 1999).
Biological specimens should be stored according to the SSP Veterinary Advisor’s
guidelines on biomaterials collection.

3.2.9. All elephants’ skin must be thoroughly inspected on a daily basis and cared for as
needed through bathing, removal of dead skin, and treatment of dry skin or other
skin problems (Mikota et al. 1994, EMA 1999).

3.2.10. Each elephant facility must have a written protocol for routine foot care and show
evidence of its implementation (Miokota et al. 1994, Csuti et al. 2001). This
protocol must include daily cleaning and inspection of each elephant’s feet.

3.2.11. Baseline foot radiographs or thermographs of all adult elephants must be taken
and kept on file. In some facilities, it may be appropriate to annually monitor
selected elephants (i.e., those that have a history of chronic foot problems) (Csuti et
al. 2001). 7

3.2.12. A written daily exercise program for each individual animal must be designed and
followed (Taylor and Poole 1998). The program should be developed in
consultation with the elephant manager, elephant handlers, and the staff
veterinarian(s).

3.2.13. When forming new herds, Asian and African elephants should not be placed
together in the same enclosure. Herpes viruses endemic to one species can be fatal
in the other (Richman et al. 1996, 1999). In addition, there is concern that
behavioral differences between the two species may lead to problems with
dominance and aggression (Hutchins and Smith 1999).

3.2.14. Institutions must adhere to USDA APHIS requirements for testing and treatment
of tuberculosis (USDA APHIS 2000, Mikota et al. 2000).

4. Reproduction ,

4.1. Each male and femnale elephant of reproductive age (8 to 35 years) must have an initial

reproductive assessment and follow-up assessments on a regular basis by transrectal

ultrasound to verify reproductive status and assess overall reproductive health (Hermes

et al. 2000, Hildebrandt et al. 2000 a,b). Exceptions include elephants with known

reproductive problems, actively breeding animals, or those with documented
medical/behavioral conditions that preclude them from breeding.

4.2 Each male and female elephant of reproductive age (8 to 35 years) must have hormone
(progesterone or testosterone) values assessed through weekly (or bi-weekly) collection
of blood samples (Brown 1998, 2000). Exceptions are elephants with known
reproductive problems or those with documented medical/behavioral conditions that

preclude them from breeding.
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