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Today there was discussion on equine testing and It was determined that we need to develop

an internal discussion paper as we move forward in determinir suitable roach/position

Please coordinate with one another as to how you would like to approach this quick turn

around assignment This is due in week
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History of residue testing by FSIS in horses

Pal t3asu DVM MS
Senior Leader

Ctiernstry ToicoIogy and Related Sciences

OPUS FSIS

We currently have records in FSIS for about 25 years of residue testing in horses presented for

slaughter at USIA licensed facilities This data starts from 1983 through 2007 with no further

records from 2008 forward The detailed data has now been captured to indicate the details of the

yearly testing and the results

While no archived records remain as to the reason tbr selections of the compounds that were

tested br in horses there is enough evidence from the data to indicate the selection of the

compounds for horses mirrors that fhr cattle This selection is traditionally made by the joint

USDA-FDA-EPA Strategic Advisory Team SAl that meets at least once year to guide FSIS

towards the compounds to be selected in SAT meeting held in the prior year The final

compound selection is based on history of use an official tolerance availability of regulatory

method and appropriate equipment at the FSIS laboratories

For the yeats that we could locate the data there was between 29707 heads slaughter in 2007 to

maximum of 104433 heads slaughtered in 2006 under FSIS inspection Of the compounds
detected in vIolative levels per FDA guidelines the most were for antibiotics Examples
include Slreptomycin 59 violations in 2000 35 in 1999 Penicillin violations in 2000 in

1999 Chlortetiacyclinc Gentamicin Oxytretatratcyclinc etc. There are few violative

lindings for different sulfa compounds and antiparasitic drugs There are h.v pesticide

violations in the 980s data however that is not recorded in the later years of this program
lhcre is evidence however that some testing was done as Exploratory which is defined as

follow-up to intelligence or violative findings thr given compound In plant residue quick-tests

STOP Swab Test on Premises and FAST Field Antibiotic and Sulfa Test are also recorded ür

animals resulting in few more antibiotic violative findings

Having worked in the Southwestern Region oCFSIS as Ihe Residue Staff Officer in the late

1980s have often visited the largest horse slaughter plants in the USA that slaughter over

000 animals week Most horses arriving appeared healthy although few appeared culled

where in-plant residue quick tests such as the KIS test would easily screen for residues of any

drugs used to enable transporting these animals to the slaughterhouse In general did not note

misuse of drugs in horses
historically the occurrence of residues in horses has been less than

what we tind in the cull dairy cow and the bob veal slaughter facility

The data mentioned above is attached

AR0002262
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